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1. A short summary of the history of SSH development in Azerbaijan.

Contacts of Azerbaijan with Europe started to develop actively in the end of XIX and beginning of XX
centuries. This historical stage is connected with the names of such thinkers and scientists as Mirza Fatali
Akhundov and Abbasgulu Bakikhanov.

Coming into being of Azeri science and its successive integration into the world science starts first
decades of XX century. Inauguration of the first University in Baku in 1919 and organized in 1923
Society of Research and Study of Azerbaijan prepared a base for creation of the new scientific structures.
Founded on this Society Scientific Research Institute imparted powerful impulse to the preparation of
scientific cadres in Azerbaijan.

It is not accidental that the first Turkic Congress was held in 1926 in Baku and played exceptional
historical role in the directing of humanitarian thinking to the national sources.

Rich material and spiritual property of Azeri people was systematized by epochs and historical periods, a
work on collection, investigation and transaction of the distributed over different countries of the world
unique manuscripts and historical sources started. Big national and scientific content of the fundamental
investigations in history, archeology, literature, linguistics and art was in addition connected to the fact,
that due to the profound work of Azeri researchers historical spiritual property of Azeri nation, which for
many years was attributed to other nations came back to its genuine owner and the problems facing
Humanities were determined.

Archeological expedition organized in 1946 in connection of the construction of Mingechavir
hydroelectric power station discovered more than 20 thousand samples of the material culture, related to
the different stages of Azerbaijani ascent history. Archeological excavations deployed here confirmed that
Kura-Araks culture belongs to the first Bronze period. On the territory of Gobustan there were fixed rock
paintings, reflecting prolonged historical period from Mesolite to Medieval Ages. As a result of the
fruitfully carried out research this monument was included into the list of World Cultural Heritage of
UNESCO afterwards.

Started from 1960 archeological excavations in Azikh cave became the most successful step in research
of monuments of Paleolit epoch on the territory of Azerbaijan. The research converted the theme of
Guruchay culture into one of the main themes of the world archeological science. The find in 1968 in the
cave of remains of the lower jaw of primitive promoted a definition of Azikhantrop and inclusion of
Azerbaijan into the map of the ascent man sites of Europe.

Discovery and study in this period of the monuments being the “stone documents™ of Azeri history ,
samples of the material culture of different type, systematic work on collection , study and publication of
classical literature and folklore, conducting of fruitful research on the history of art, architecture and
music have created theoretical and methodological basis of Azerbaijan studies and revealed the role of
Azeri National culture in the development of the human civilization.

In 1960- 1980 fundamental investigations of Azeri historians connected with history of ascent times,
medieval centuries and the new period, important research related to formation and ethno genesis of Azeri
people, systematic work on translation and edition of valuable sources of Azerbaijan history made a
significant contribution into the process of the junction to the thought of the national State system.

Such monographic works as “History of Midiya”, “Surveys of Atropatena History”, Azerbaijani State of
Atabeks”,“Sefevids State”, “Shirvanshakhs State”, “History of Baku city”, “Political history and
historical geography of Caucasian Albania” win to Azerbaijani historiography great respect and authority
in the international scale.

In the end of nineties of the twentieth century after gaining of independence there was put forward the
necessity of new and objective study of Azerbaijani history of XIX —XX centuries, which was subject of
considerable misrepresentations in the Soviet period. The new concept of historical research in ANAS



was prepared. Publication of the History of Azerbaijan in seven volumes became a great event in the
cultural life of Azerbaijan

In total as a result of fundamental research carried out by the historians of Azerbaijan last 10 years more
than 80 monographs have been published. Unknown and insufficiently known historical events in
Azerbaijan have been revealed.

The problem of history of culture of Azerbaijani nation as one of the ascent nations was elaborated and
the place of this nation in the world civilization was determined, there were investigated the appearance
of the first state formations, developments of the ethnic groups and other nationalities of the land.

Capital proceedings on all periods of the centuries-old history of Azerbaijan especially in new and newest
history was created.

On the basis of the revealed numerous new archive and other materials scientific research on
reconstruction of the historical truth of the fate of Azerbaijan in the content of Russia and the USSR was
launched.

In the field of history of philosophy the most part of the studies beginning since the 30-es was dedicated
to study of the diverse orientations of history of Marxist philosophy. At the same time the investigations
on the problems of philosophical culture of the ancient Greece, medieval East and Western Europe have
been carried out. Since 1950 the problem of history of Azerbaijan philosophy and social thought has been
included into the field of research and from that time history of Azerbaijan philosophy and social thought
has started to develop as an independent branch of a science.

At present the researchers working in this area carry out research in the following directions:
Theoretical and methodological problems of history of philosophy.
History of Azerbaijan philosophy.
History of philosophy of Islamic region (Turkish, Persian and Arabian Philosophy).
Philosophy of Islam.
Philosophy of the West.
History of aesthetical thought of Azerbaijan and Orient.
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In recent ten years the first volume of "History of philosophy of Azerbaijan" and large number of
monographs and the articles dedicated to the various periods and problems of history of philosophy have
been published.

The international scientific-theoretical magazine "The problems of oriental philosophy" in Azerbaijani
and Russian languages with surveys in six oriental and western languages has been published.

In the field of theory of cognition and philosophy of science the research of the contemporary
paradigms of cognition and their part in shaping scientific-world outlook scene of the world is carried out.
Since beginning the 90-es the basic scientific activities in this field has been aimed at more profound
study of sociological context of advancing science and scientific methodology of the different cultural
traditions (including that in context of problems West-East), features of scientific progress and its
methodology.

In recent years this field researchers oriented their activities towards field of knowledge of crisis of
traditional (positivist and Marxist) methodology and search of new methodology of science.

In current conditions of independent development the real prospects are opened for assimilating the world
scientific and philosophical heritage, the favorable conditions have been created for ideological pluralism,
the creative search is not restricted by total ideology.

Despite lasting crisis phenomena in the society one specific nature of the transitional period should be
noted - the existence of publicity for comprehensive study of all the scientific problems. In these
conditions the vast perspectives for elaboration of new methodology are seen. Detailed analysis of the
contemporary theories of cognition is necessary for choice of more proper methodology.



Independent Azerbaijan entered XXI century in the context of search of new ideology, methodology and
moral orientation. In these conditions determination of right methodological orientation in the field of
studying philosophical heritage is of rather great importance.

In the field of social philosophy the scientists were afforded an opportunity of using the new approaches
and nontraditional methodologies, principles of scientific pluralism in their research. They began to study
first a society from the position of complication philosophy on the basis of those ideas and principles
which determine an essence of modern scientific paradigm. Owing to this they managed thoroughly and
with all strictness to gain an understanding of specificities of evolution and functioning a society of
transitional period and to realize bifurcation and fluctuating mechanisms of its vital activity, to study self
organizing and synergetic outsets of social reality.

Taking into account actuality and significance of philosophy of gender relations for Azerbaijan
Republic, demand for development of its theoretical and practical issues, poor possession of information
on it on side of a society, some researchers in philosophy became involved in new trends of philosophy
and gender studies not only carrying out the research but also being occupied in propagation and
elucidation of the various aspects of gender studies among some groups and organizations of Azerbaijani
society.

This was connected with an increase of interest for pluralist trends focused at post modernist approach
that laid foundation of new reflexion and new world outlook in modern philosophy. Conceptual ground of
such approach makes up formation of such new scientific trends as synergetic in cognition, ecology,
globalistics, culture of the world, gender and etc. These trends in pluralist and wide form envelope natural
scientific and humanitarian problems been distinguishing futures of contemporanety that testifies to
creation of completely new gnosiological situation.

Taking into consideration the importance and actuality of gender philosophy in Azerbaijan, as well
necessity of advancement of theoretical and practical aspects of this question, scientists have been started
to work out the theoretical foundations of methodology and conception of the concrete research. Today,
one can, with good reason, affirm that in the Republic there have been already shaped Azerbaijan school
of gender studies with the established traditions and own way of development.

In field of globalization and philosophical problems of social ecology researchers are engaged with
philosophical understanding of globalization processes, the influence of globalization on mental
foundation of sociopolitical system, philosophical problems of ecology, philosophical aspects of theory
of sustainable development; globalization and East-West synthesis, etc.

In the field of axiology and philosophical anthropology research is carried out in the following
directions:

1. Comparative methodology in ethics and aesthetics.

2. The problems of correlation of absolute and group values, global ethics and national moral,
correlation of ideology and moral, aesthetics and culture, the values of civil society and transformation
processes in Azerbaijan;

3. The issues of bioethics, political ethics.

In the field of sociology and social psychology theoretical and practical aspects of sociological and
social-psychological problems in a society of transitional period, theoretical and methodological problems
of general sociology and social psychology, as well empirical study of specific problems emerging in
connection with the transitional period in Azerbaijan are investigated.

The research of ethnic processes and modern national relations in the Republic is considered as one of the
most important by Azeri sociologists. The study of demographical problems in Azerbaijan originated by
the big inflow of refugees has acquired a significant actuality.

Unfortunately, sometimes objective consideration of the real events are replaced by politically-oriented
studies that serve to specific political forces.



A number of centers, which are using well established methods of Western sociology have emerged in
Azerbaijan.

In the field of oriental studies, main research was and is done in the stream of Arabic, Persian and
Turkish Studies covering, as a complex, related literatures, languages, economies, politics and ideology
throughout the ages.

In the field of international relations and international law researchers are involved into investigations
related to the features of international relations on contemporary stage; diplomacy in the struggle against
international terrorism; globalization and cooperation of the states differed in level of development;
regional conflicts and the ways of their regulation;

Literature critics investigate rich literature heritage of Azeri people, national folklore, commonness of
Turkic eposes and literatures. There were published “History of Azerbaijan Literature” in 3 volumes
“History of Soviet Azerbaijan Literature” in 2 volumes, Anthology of Azerbaijani classical literature in
20 volumes Anthology of the literature of South Azerbaijan” in 4 volumes.

Linguists obtained important for further development of Azerbaijani nation results in the area of History
of Azerbaijani Language, its dialects, connectedness with other Turkic languages, problems of the
modern Azerbaijani language. Different dictionaries were compiled. There were published capital
monographs: “Modern Azerbaijani Language” in 3 volumes, “Explanatory dictionary of Azerbaijani
Language” in 4 volumes, “Russian-Azerbaijani Dictionary” , “Azerbaijani-Russian Dictionary”,
“History of Azerbaijani Language”, “Orthographic dictionary of Azerbaijani Language”,

“Dialectological atlas of Azerbaijani Language” etc.

In the area of art study the interrelation and interference of architecture and art of the Near and Middle
East and Azerbaijani nations as well as problems of the history and development of architecture, fine arts,
national theatre and music were investigated. There were published “History of Azerbaijani
Architecture”, “Art of Caucasian Albania” and “Azerbaijani Carpets” in 3 volumes, etc.

A lot has been done in the Institute of Manuscripts of ANAS with respect to the study of ascent
manuscripts. Museum of Azerbaijani Literature of ANAS collects, systematize study and makes a
propaganda of the literature heritage of Azerbaijani nation.

In political sciences researchers are investigating political processes taking place in Azerbaijan in
transitional period. Democratic grounds of the new Constitution were developed. Research in the area of
human rights, democracy and creation of the new social stratum have been broaden.

Economics of the period of Capitalism and the period when Azerbaijan was a republic of the USSR has
been deeply investigated. At present researchers are involved into the study of market relations and
elaboration of the strategy of social and economic development of Azerbaijan in the beginning of XXI
century in the process of formation of the legitimate democratic state. Research on economics is
predominantly concentrated in such institutions and organizations, as Institute of Economy of ANAS,
Center for Economic Reform, Ministry of Economic Development, Azerbaijan Economists' Union and
Azerbaijan State Economy University.

Research on demography and statistics is predominantly concentrated in State Statistical Committee

(Department of Household Budget Survey & LSMS, Department of Education, Science and Culture) and
Institute of Economy of ANAS.

Comments

Soviet Science was in significant amount technocratic. SSH were not considered as important ones and
they were under the constant supervision and control of the ideologists of the Communist party.



SSH in national republics of the USSR were under 'double pressure' — both from the side of local and
Moscow ideologists of the Communist Party, who tried to rid out all signs of so-called 'bourgeoisie
nationalism'.

Usually directors of almost all research Institutes in SSH could be nominated only after their work in
ideological departments of the Republican Communist Party. All promotions to the members of the
Academy of Sciences in SSH were under strict control from the side of Communist ideologists.

Humanities had more opportunities of researching indigenous phenomena in fields of philology, history,
local languages, cultural studies, etc. Preservation of nationalist sentiments and historical memory of
independent statehood were mostly present among the Humanities faculties, especially among the
philologists and historians. However, namely due to its local and indigenous nature, Humanities field was
probably the most closely supervised and ideologically checked area of research in the former Soviet
Union.

Research in the area of Economics was based on Marx’s economic theory, alteration or criticism of which
was strongly forbidden.

Sociology, Political Science, and other social disciplines were either forbidden or constituted a mere
extension of the study of the theory of Marxism-Leninism or the so called Scientific Communism and
criticism of the bourgeoisies Western social sciences.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 gave a new opportunity to the development of SSH in
Azerbaijan. In early 1990s to some extent Humanities were turned into a weapon of newly revived
nationalist ideology in Azerbaijan. Historians, philologists and philosophers turned their attention to
justifying the existence of an independent Azerbaijani state and its sovereign rights all over the territories
within the borders of former Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic.

At present time of independence SSH in Azerbaijan exist in qualitatively new economical, social and
political conditions, emerged as a result of unexampled of social and economical transformations of the
last fifteen years.

In contrast to natural and technical disciplines which even in periods of social and economic
transformations do not change their essences the state of SSH directly is connected with the state of the
society and the processes which are taking place in it. The state of SSH is the same as the state of the
society.

The tendencies of the post-Soviet SSH in Azerbaijan are rather contradictory.

On one hand researchers working in SSH became rather free in choices of the topics of their research , in
implementation of international cooperation and information exchange, in collection and use of the
information needed and finally in expressing of their scientific views and conceptions , in putting forward
their own ideas and hypotheses.

On the other hand many social processes occurring in our country remain in shadow and do not possess
information transparency needed. This does not allow to carry out the objective scientific analysis in the
framework of the appropriate social science.

Just after the gaining an independence, many scholars have changed their political positions, and have
started to serve the new regime. The problem was that the new Azerbaijani authorities had no particular
ideology, but were mainly interested in keeping their power and justifying their actions as the new
legitimate rulers. In the case of social sciences, new authorities could find firm support from the former
“servants of ideological front” of the Communist Party.

Some Azeri researchers who used to work in SSH shifted from mainly theoretical work to the practical
services to meet the interests of different political forces. This process has been accompanied by creation



of numerous new organizations that are working in the areas of consultancy and of conducting surveys
on orders of political parties and companies.

Sometimes social processes proceed so rapidly that their scientific analysis is late. This leads to the
situation that researchers model these processes with considerable delay and very often these models
cease to be adequate.

In our society the results of scientific research in the SSH are often unclaimed or are presented in rather
vulgarized form. There is an impression that our society does not wish to know the correct diagnosis of its
diseases.

Very often politicians and statesmen claim that social sciences are unable to show the ways to solve social
problems, which out society are faced with. That these sciences being developed in the West are not
efficient in our conditions and do not help us to go out from the crisis. Usually such statements are done
by politicians and statesmen, who never use high-grade scientific data and prefer to create a visibility that
their statements and suggestions are based on the systematic scientific analysis.

Although in Azerbaijan at present there is no official ideology there are some attempts to generate it and
some SSH scholars act as mentors, speaking on behalf of the whole society without permitting to do an
independent scientific expertise of the social life. Sometimes political pre-assignment prevail over the real
content of a scientific discussion.

Of course, it is necessary to analyze the contribution of the social sciences to the decision —making
process in the public sector. However with confidence one can state that social studies in modern
Azerbaijan could not help to elaborate ways of political self-organization in order to solve the problems
facing our society. Social sciences could not reveal laws and specificity of the development of a post
totalitarian society and foresee a real trajectory of the society transformation, to work out a constructive
programme of reforms and foresee risks of the way of democratic transformations.

2. SSH institutional framework (organisations)

2.1. Please list what is the SSH disciplinary division of SSH in Azerbaijan.

According to the UNESCO international standard classification model, Azerbaijan National Academy of
Sciences (ANAS) defines the structure of disciplinary division of SSH in Azerbaijan in the following
way:

“Humanities and Arts” consist of the following disciplines:
e History
Archaeology
Art Studies
Oriental Studies
Philosophy
Theology
Philology (including Azerbaijani language and literature; and foreign languages and literature)

Social Sciences fall under the direction of “Social Sciences, Business, and Sciences of Law”. Social
Sciences proper include the following disciplines:

Economics

Geography
Psychology

Sociology

Political Science
International Relations



Societal Relations
Journalism
Library Work
Archival Work
Information Work

The disciplinary division and classification envisioned by the Highest Certifying Commission of
Azerbaijan is given in the Annex 1

2.2. National institutional structures in the S&T field. What are the organisational structures of
research in the SSH in Azerbaijan and who has an overall responsibility for SSH policy
development and implementation?

Successful scientific research requires institutions that can fund and guide research by identifying
important problems, assembling research teams, and training future scientific leaders. Of no less
importance are efforts to integrate the country’s S&T capacity with national programmes to promote
economic and social development.

According to official Azeri government statistics, the entire Azeri research and development sector,
including non ANAS institutions and higher educational centres (about 140 organizations where research
is carried out), employed 29.3 thousand people in 2004.

The ruling organization which should regulate scientific and technological development in Azerbaijan is
unspecified.

On the base of the President’s decree (04.01.03) ANAS is considered to be the main organization which
provides and organizes the development of science in Azerbaijan Republic, carries out the scientific and
technological policy of the state, connects and leads the scientific research activity in all scientific and
educational institutions. Along with this, as it is shown in this decree, the duties of ANAS are to
participate or to give suggestions in determination and qualification of the directions of science’s
development, in general, the directions of the scientific and technological policy. At the same time in the
regulations of the Ministry of Economic Development it is noted that the Ministry participates in the
formation of state innovation and scientific technological policy i.e. at present there is no concrete body
which could determine the priorities of scientific and technological policy in the country.

During the last decade of the twentieth century, Azeri economy underwent typical and clearly
recognizable phenomena of transition, which - in the context of a chaotic political and economic situation
- acquired specific meanings. The emphatically imposed state control of science found its expression in
the belief that science was an expensive form of social consumption.

Another consequence was the unwillingness or inability to reorganize the RTD system along the lines of
some generally accepted international standards or recommended norms of transitional restructuring.

The management of science was centralized and conservative. There are a significant number of “orphan”
scientific organizations, which had been created to meet a crisis or a need that has since disappeared or
greatly diminished.

The idea of possible implementation of the strategy of development or transformation of the entire RTD
complex was practically eliminated from the public and political life of the country.

The major problems in revitalisation of RTD concern the very low demand from industry for RTD results,
the imbalance between basic, interdisciplinary and applied research, the need to build a stronger
knowledge base in social sciences and humanities, the deterioration of physical RTD infrastructure.

About ANAS



The institutes of ANAS include most of the country’s research organizations. It has 45 institutes and
organizations which are organized into divisions.

In 2005, the Academy system had a total staff of about 9 450 employees, including a scientific staff of
about 6 130 researchers (58 academicians and 102 corresponding members of ANAS, 477 Doctors of
Sciences, 1985 Candidates of Sciences). About 1630 researchers (26.6%) worked in SSH (231 in Social
Sciences, 1396 in Humanities).

ANAS should make constructive suggestions regarding the management and funding of S&T and
recommend specific research priorities. However, the ability of ANAS to achieve meaningful objectives
in these areas is inhibited by both limited resources and fragmentation of efforts.

The size and structure of ANAS founded in 1945 is a product of Azerbaijan’s Soviet past. ANAS was
organized to address both general areas of science and specific development issues.

The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 significantly reduced the economic base that supports ANAS
and scientific research in Azerbaijan in general and also reduced the demand for products of research. The
war with Armenia over Upland-Karabakh further made worse the situation through dislocation of
populations, reduction in government resources, and economic disruption.

These developments have led to an increase in the average age of the scientists of the ANAS, with
relatively few between 30 and 50 years of age. The lack of scientists in their most productive years
reduces the research capacity of ANAS and limits its ability to attract and train new scientists. The
problem is exacerbated by the fact that retirement from a position with a subsistence-level salary to a
lower-paying pension is not a viable option for older ANAS scientists.

At present ANAS is considered as the main performer of basic research in Azerbaijan. At the same time
there are some institutes of ANAS mainly of chemical and biological profiles which could play also
important role in economic development of Azerbaijan (e.g. as the performer of applied research and
experimental development). Besides, ANAS recognition abroad enhances Azerbaijan's international
image. Furthermore, ANAS role is also very important in drawing out and offering scientifically
substantiated recipes and expert evaluations of various programmes and projects.

Some ANAS institutes and centers still have strong capabilities and could make important scientific
contributions. Others are of marginal viability — scientifically and financially. However, their
employment of a significant number of people provides an important social safety net. Some ANAS
employees are older workers who spent most of their careers within the Soviet science system and have
few currently marketable skills. Although salaries are meager, they exceed the pensions that could be
expected on retirement. Thus, the ANAS budget and organizational structure have a social rationale.

Reorganization of ANAS, which has been suggested many times, could entail significant social costs. It
might also be difficult to reallocate funds saved from reduced Academy programmes to support more
productive scientific projects.

Leading Institutions of Higher Education

A list of all institutions of higher education, public and private where research in SSH is carried out is
givenin 2.3.

Private sector

Scientific research is also performed by a few private companies, primarily small innovative firms. Such
ventures have the potential to be important engines of economic development, but face several significant
hurdles, including: (1) a shortage of qualified specialists trained in technology transfer, marketing, and
management; (2) a general lack of understanding of intellectual property issues and laws among
technology entrepreneurs in Azerbaijan; and (3) a lack of available credit on reasonable terms. Together,
these factors make it very difficult for successful commercialization of the products of research.



An important objective of scientific institutions should be to promote high-quality research. Ideally, a
focused effort to achieve this goal can lead to a “virtuous circle,” with research and development leading
to market opportunities, which then support training and more research and development. The engine that
drives this cycle of economic development through RTD is high-quality, targeted research.

SSH research community in Azerbaijan receives funding from the following potential sources:

e Government of Azerbaijan (through the state budget for ANAS (for its Institutes) and Ministry of
Education (for State Universities)

Foreign governmental and aid organizations (TACIS, USAID, DFID, DAAD, etc)

International NGOs (ACCELS, IREX, etc)

Foreign Think-Tanks and Foundations (OSI, RAND, etc)

International Organizations (UNDP, OSCE)

Recipients:

Research Institutes of ANAS
Universities (State and Private)
Local NGOs

Independent researchers

Schematic diagram of the institutional structure in the S&T field in Azerbaijan is given in the Annex 2.

2.3. A short overview of research organisations in Azerbaijan, including numbers of the SSH
research organisations and their status. Where SSH research is performed: at universities (both
public and private), academies of science, NGOs, private business companies? How many
organisations of the type?

The SSH research is performed in the following Institutes of Azerbaijan National Academy of
Sciences:
e Institute of History named after Bakikhanov
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography
Institute of Oriental Studies named after Academician Z.Bunyadov
Institute of Philosophy and Political-Law Research
Institute of Economics
Scientific-Research Institute of Human Laws
Institute of Literature named after Nizami
Institute of Linguistics named after Nasimi
Institute of Architecture and Art
Institute of Manuscripts named after M.Fizuli
Institute of Folklore
The Azerbaijan History Museum
Museum of Azerbaijan Literature named after Nizami
Huseyn Javid’s Memorial Flat
Fundamental Library of ANAS

Programmes in Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences in SSH adopted in 2005 are given in Annex 3.
The following public universities in Azerbaijan have a research agenda in SSH:

Baku State University

Azerbaijan State Pedagogical University
Baku Slavonic University

Azerbaijan State University of Economy
State Management Academy
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Nakhchivan State University

Azerbaijan University of Languages
Azerbaijan State University of Culture and Arts
Baku Music Academy

Academy of Fine Arts

Azerbaijan University of Teachers

The following private universities in Azerbaijan have a research agenda in SSH:

Western University

"Khazar" University

"Odlar Yurdu" University
"Azerbaijan" University
Azerbaijan International University
Baku Business University
"Caucasus" University

More details about SSH in state and private universities are given in Annexes 4 — 6.

Some number of non-governmental organizations (NGO) doing research in SSH have recently
emerged in Azerbaijan. However the sphere of their interests is rather limited. Usually they do
research of some problems of current political life, sociology, and to some extent of economics.
Other disciplines, such as history, legal sciences, ethics and so on are out of their interests.

Most of them depend on temporary research grants that can be loosely associated with a general direction
of their research interests. A list of some of them includes:

e Caucasian Research Resource Centers (CRRC, Azerbaijan)

o Eurasia Foundation, Baku Office

e Open Society Institute (Soros foundation)

e Gender Research Center of Western University (WU)

e Human Development Institute of WU

o Khazar University Women's Studies Center (KU WSC)
e The Azerbaijani Bureau of Russian Archeological Society’s Eastern Department
e American Studies Center of KU

e The Turkic World Studies Center of KU

e The Center for Middle Eastern Studies of KU

e The Center for International and Strategic Studies of KU
e The Dictionary and Encyclopedia Center of KU

e The Society for Humanitarian Research

e The Friedrich Ebert Foundation

e UNIFEM

e Conflict Research Center

More details about SSH in NGO are given in Annex 7.

2.4. What kind of SSH research associations (with institutional membership based and individual
membership based) and major research networks exist — both national and participation in
international?

There are a few professional networks (including associations of young professionals) members of which
also conduct research in association with local or foreign institutions (e.g. Azerbaijani Young Lawyers’
Association, or Young Economists’ Association). There are some networks created by Open Society
Institute among the young scholars in Eastern and Central Europe (Academic Fellowship Program) but
these have very little coherent research agenda. There associations of sociologists and psychologists in
Azerbaijan.
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2.5. Short overview of the higher education system that provided education and training for
researchers. To what extent are research and higher education separated or connected?

Azerbaijan has several important public institutions of higher education, including Baku State University,
Azerbaijan State Oil Academy, State Management Academy, Azerbaijan State University of Economy,
Azerbaijan Technical University, Azerbaijan University Architecture and Construction, Azerbaijan
Medical University and Baku Slavonic University.

These educational centers set the standard for the level of education in Azerbaijan and provide leadership
in curriculum development and research.

There are 17 private Universities at present in our country and almost in all of them SSH are represented.
Two of them Western University and Khazar University along with Baku State University are in some
sense leaders as far as teaching and research in SSH are concerned .

In Azerbaijan there is a strong popular aspiration for education, with every family striving to have its
children at least finish high school.

Science was a particularly popular field of study, and that trend still continues, although to a lesser extent.
However, most students terminate their education after receiving the bachelor’s degree, and few go on to
obtain MS and Ph.D. degrees. This presents the problem of developing replacements for university
faculty.

Azerbaijan has a long tradition of respect for all areas of science and for science educators. The pride of
educators in their profession is evident at each of the institutions.

There are many problems in higher education. At the top of the list is the missing cohort of middle-level
faculty due to the mass emigration of scientists during the difficult economic times. Currently, the science
faculties of the major institutions of higher education consist of a number of older scientists, many of
whom are close to if not past retirement age, and a limited group of young scientists. The replenishment
of the science faculties with younger members is being hindered by the lack of open positions and the low
salaries offered for the jobs that are available. There are numerous stories about young scientists who had
completed their training in the universities but ended up working as waiters or retail clerks because of a
lack of opportunities to pursue scientific careers. Still, the number of current graduate students is far short
of meeting needs to replace faculty members who will soon retire. In particular, software companies pay
more than the universities, so graduates are going directly to salaried jobs, when available, instead of
graduate school.

Another major problem is the lack of programs for students to travel to Europe or the United States or to
otherwise interact with foreign scientists without encouraging “brain drain”.

Attracting talented young students to science and retaining them in the professions for which they are
trained are also difficult. As mentioned previously, there are not enough scientific or technology-related
jobs, and most that do exist are poorly paid. Investments in the science and technology sector of Azeri
education and industry should place a high priority on salaries for young scientists, reflecting the great
respect that scientists are accorded by the general population. Continued lack of support for those students
who spend the considerable time and effort required to master a scientific area could well erode the
esteem currently accorded scientists in Azerbaijan.

As far as SSH are concerned such disciplines as economics, jurisprudence, international relations,
political sciences and sociology are considered by young generation in Azerbaijan as most perspective
ones while philology, philosophy, cultural science and pedagogics are also frequently encountered in their
choice of the profession.

3. SSH policy frameworks
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3.1. Science and Technology (S&T) priorities and the weight/place of the SSH in the S&T priorities
of countries.

Science and Technology priorities first of all are those directions which are important for the country’s
economy. They should include so called critical technologies and those directions of SSH which are
crucially important for the formation and development of the Azeri society.

Unfortunately S&T priorities in Azerbaijan are not identified yet.

At present ANAS put forward and has given to the Government for consideration the list of S&T
priorities:

Information and telecommunication systems

Fuel and Energy complex and environment

Natural resources

Life sciences

Nanotechnologies and new multifunctional materials

Azerbaijan in the context of East-West dialogue

Security and risk factors

NogkrwdpE

Future working to pursuit these goals shall be followed by having the international expert community
analyze all scope of research, which would let us understand if either the priorities were right or there is a
determining segment which has not entered any of them and bring relevant corrections into the list of
priorities excluding wrong ones and introducing the new.

The list of priorities should be revised regularly under the frequency to be determined by the Law of
Science and S&T Policy.

At the same time, the top management of ANAS must develop clear understanding what are the fields
they still can work on the level of international standards or, at least, comprehending those ones and
restrict their activities to such fields. The Academy’s activity should be transparent to the highest extent.

SSH found their place in the priority 6 “Azerbaijan in the context of East-West dialogue”

This priority includes the following scientific directions:

e Study of political and economical ties of Azerbaijan with East and West countries

e Study of material and spiritual cultural monuments, reflecting history of the people of
Azerbaijan beginning from old ages till now

e Research of oil factor in the political history of Azerbaijan.

e Study of development of multicultural, ethno political processes of the peoples living in
Azerbaijan.

e Sociological and psychological research and analysis of changes of directions of
personal, mass and public consciousness, prospects and ethics of the civil society

e Research of human ecology, political traditions and study of formation problems of
democratically political culture.

e Study of problems of increase of the West juridical values in post Soviet territory.

e Integration of the art of independent Azerbaijan into the world art, research of
interrelation with the fine arts of close and distant peoples on their places.

e Research of model , structure of social economical development and economical laws of
their regulation, study of appropriateness of the formation of new commercial
connections in the country, happening in the world social economical progress of modern
tendencies on the background of transformation of strategies of Azerbaijan development

ANAS must formulate an annual register of “National Scientific Priorities” and present it to the President
of Azerbaijan, which then will be taken into consideration by the Government.
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Research priorities must be defined by “corps of scientists, society, business community, and
authorities”.

3.2. National policies regulations on national research activities;

In Azerbaijan, like in most post-communist countries, we witness a wholesale disintegration of the
research and development system and gradual destruction and erosion of its elements in the last decade of
the twentieth century. Only some of the elements of the research and development system remain
functional: individual research and development organizations, project teams or even individual
researchers. Since scientists/researchers are the key element of any research and development system
(because the basis for the production of knowledge is always personal talent and dedication to science),
science does not disappear at once, but goes on for a long time despite the unfavourable political and
overall social treatment of it. The decline that is recorded should sound a warning to society to
reconstruct and reorganize the S&T system and to treat this task as one of national and developmental
priorities.

The decline of science in the former Republics of the USSR starts as decline in investment in science,
which has taken place in all of the post-socialist European countries. The consequences of declining
investments are multiple. First of all, we witness the general narrowing of national research and
development systems and significant structural changes within them. Since the decline most drastically
affects applied and experimental research, science withdraws from the production processes and closes
itself in specialized scientific institutions. This process is brought about by the economic crises during the
time of transition, leading for the most part to the destruction, rather than restructuring, of the domestic
resources. The equipment is obsolete and is not being modernized; research work becomes increasingly
difficult because of the inadequate material conditions. Scientists and scholars are discouraged by the
explicit marginalization of their work and knowledge. The number of scientists, scholars and researchers
is on the decline.

The brain waste (scientists leaving research for other occupations) has reached unprecedented
proportions, and the brain drain is also increasing significantly. The organizational model of research and
development work is not changing.

Instead of science providing the rational basis for the overall social restructuring and democratization of
society, we have witnessed an exactly opposite trend: political power relies on the imports of "recipes"
and other kinds of "knowledge" about social restructuring, thus to a large extent abusing science. The
complex field of research is fragmented. Institutional and functional links between the universities and
professional research organizations have been cut. The overall creative potential is marginalized and
exposed to pressures by distinctly conservative proponents advocating explicit state regulation of all
scientific and research activities.

The draft of the law about state S&T policy in an independent Azerbaijan was given the first reading in
the Parliament of the Republic in 1998. After that two readings took place in addition but the law has not
been accepted yet.

Last several years actually nothing was done in order to restructure research system in Azerbaijan.
Unfortunately, the system of project funding with the competition for individual research projects, which
are subject to peer-reviews and evaluation over relatively short periods of time (one year, three years, at
most five years) has not been established up to now. The financing of research and development
organizations is increasingly restrictive and it should be more and more dependent on project evaluation.

The Azeri Government demonstrated its unwillingness or inability to reorganize the research system
along the lines of some generally accepted international standards or recommended norms of transitional
restructuring. The management of science was centralized and conservative. The idea of possible
implementation of the strategy of development or transformation of the entire research complex was
practically eliminated from the public and political life of the country.

Conclusions
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(a) The absence of a clearly formulated coordinated and publicly proclaimed science policy in Azerbaijan
reflects the fact that the position of science in Azeri society and its development is not clearly defined.
Lip service is paid to the social significance and achievements of science, but its true role is not
recognized.

(b) The lack of a clear science policy is responsible for the continuous marginalization of research and
development work. Irrespective of the principles and priorities that it might follow and of the political
positions that it might take, any government should be capable of formulating its objectives in research
and development and specifying the means by which it intends to achieve them. The science policy must
be public and open to public criticism, because it is only in this way that a social perception of science
can emerge as a key element of social and overall development of Azerbaijan.

(c) The research and development organizations, primarily the National Academy of Sciences, branch
institutes and high educational centers, reflect the organizational structure of the Soviet science.
Azerbaijan's science policy has failed to promote new organizational models which might be more
suitable for this country. Organization modelling is particularly important for the reform of the research
organizations, but has nevertheless remained in the margins, contributing nothing to the promotion and
development of science. The organizational neglect has reflected itself in the retardation of research work,
acting as an obstacle to more intensive and more productive scientific communication and exchange.

Recommendations

A body which will determine main priorities of the scientific and technological policy should be
created in the country. This body can be in the form of commission or the group of employees
working in the Cabinet of the Ministries, Parliament, or in the Office of the President together with
the organization of social basis and being the group of employees of ministries, research centers and
universities. This group is supposed in its framework to solve the following problems:

- to determine the main directions of basic and applied research based on the middle and long
termed strategy of social economical development of the country prepared by the Ministry of
Economic Development;

- to determine the needs of scientific personnel including PhDs and Doctors of Sciences needed to
carry out research;

- scientific research institutions and centres should determine appropriate mechanisms for
financing from the state budget, also suggestions on the directions of providing social financial
conditions of employees working in the science;

- to create the announcing base about attractive and appropriate working places for young
researchers during the choice of scientific personnel

- to stimulate the development of small sized scientific innovation firms, techno parks and
innovation incubators;

- to determine concrete indicators for preparation of a new standardized method of scientific
research evaluation, for appreciation of sense and usefulness of research’s results, of a new
scientific research’s quality;

An appropriate information and communication systems together with the usage of new scientific
directions existing in scientific technological and production spheres in developed countries should be
created.

3.3. Bilateral and multilateral S&T agreements to support SSH research;

The transformation of international S&T cooperation into an effective instrument for both the
stabilization and recovery of the national economy, and the building-up of the technological potential of
Azerbaijan in the context of the formation of a market economy and democratization of the society,
requires purposeful and effective state regulation of international links.

After the disintegration of the Soviet Union, Azeri S&T teams lost their collaborative links with Russia
and other former Republics of the USSR. This break up of the S&T networks seriously damaged S&T
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capacities of Azerbaijan that were not able to support large projects because of limited funding and a lack
of expertise.

Unfortunately at present there is no any organization either governmental or nongovernmental in the
Republic which collects data and makes an analysis and assessment of the present state of Azerbaijan's
international scientific cooperation.

Therefore the information in this part of the report is very scarce. More or less complete information
concerns international scientific contacts of ANAS. This information is based on the annual reports of
ANAS in 1999 -2004 period which are in our disposal.

Prior to 1991, formalized international cooperation in all sciences by Azeri institutions was channeled
through the USSR authorities in Moscow and was based on bilateral and multilateral agreements,
especially those concluded by the USSR with the developed Western countries.

When Azerbaijan became independent, it started the process of negotiating new formal agreements and
protocols. The 1991-1995 political instability in the country brought such activities to a standstill and
resulted in a kind of isolation of Azeri science and scientists. Only a few were able, with great efforts and
very meager resources, to maintain contacts with their foreign colleagues and foreign institutions. The
renewal of the earlier bilateral agreements on scientific cooperation is a long and complex procedure, and
has therefore proved of relatively small impact on S&T in Azerbaijan. Political - in some cases also legal
- reasons were responsible for Azerbaijan’s absence from the scientific structures of the European
Community, such as the European Science Foundation, European Framework Programmes and the
programmes like PHARE, TEMPUS, COPERNICUS, etc.

Between 1991 and 2004, Azerbaijan signed bilateral agreements on scientific and technical cooperation
with many countries on the state level (inter alia Georgia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Moldova, Russia,
Ukraine, Saudi Arabia) and was included in several major world information systems.

From the reports of ANAS it follows that in the period 1999-2004 each year 160-180 scientists from
different ANAS Institutes visited foreign countries (mainly European countries, Turkey and USA) to
participate in different conferences, symposia, workshops, seminars, etc. Unfortunately, nothing is written
in these reports about long-term scientific cooperation. However, to our knowledge there is such a
cooperation of some Institutes of ANAS e.g. Institute of Geology, Institute of Physics, Institute of
Radiation Problems, Institute of Botany, Institute of Chemical Processes, etc.

ANAS signed bilateral agreements with the Academies of Turkey, Austria, Romania and the Royal
Society of UK, with Ministry of Education of Yemen, International Center for Theoretical Physics in
Trieste (Italy) and Maryland College Park University (USA).

Although international cooperation looks varied and rather developed, the actual amounts of money
invested by Azerbaijan into such cooperation are very small.

It can be stated that Azeri RTD at present is not internationalized.

Bilateral and multilateral Science and Technology agreements that Azerbaijan participate refers to exact
and natural sciences and have little to do with SSH.

3.4. Other formal frameworks for the promotion of the international collaboration in SSH

3.5. Priorities on policy related research in Azerbaijan. Distribution of funding between different
economic objectives — to show what priorities are funded = important — for instance, sustainable
development or agriculture, etc.?

3.6. Horizontal research support policies in Azerbaijan /the policies aimed to improve involvement
of “underrepresented” groups such as women and youth, etc. What are the priorities if any in
supporting women researchers (gender), young researchers and mobility?
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There is no specific program for supporting women researchers, including those who work in SSH. The
distribution of gender balance in SSH is more favourable to women than in other priorities suggested by
ANAS.

Horizontal research support for younger researchers is rather limited. Since early 1990s, there has been a
Presidential awards scheme for students and young scientists. However, this scheme provided only
limited sums to students in a form of monthly stipends, usually equivalent of USD 100-200. This scheme
could not fulfil the function of any serious assistance in research for young scholars.

3.7. What are the policies and institutions on the national and regional levels that promote problem
oriented and interdisciplinary approaches?
There are no such policies and institutions in Azerbaijan

4, SSH funding

In Azerbaijan, research funds are currently estimated per capita and divided according to occupied
positions without considering priorities of concrete scientific directions and achievements either personal
or those by an Institute or department. Actually there is a homogeneous distribution of those funds which
are allocated for financing science. That is why the efficiency of the scientific work is extremely low.
Nobody has motivation to change something since the results which he/she obtains do not have any
influence on the amount of financing.

So, a competition system, as we think, could be the first step to take for the reformation of research
financing in Azerbaijan. Unfortunately, there have been so far no criteria and indicators precisely
described and stated, either in ANAS or in Ministries research institutes belong to. That’s why the
effectiveness of spending funds is extremely low.

Competition selection should be based on related documentation considering, as it is in other countries,
such important indicators as publications in peer reviewed journals, participation in research programs,
citation frequency, the number and amount of obtained grants, and research contracts.

Foreign grants are great support for researchers whose salaries are evidently lower than the cost of living.
However, every foundation inevitably gets surrounded by the network of close contacts, and impartial
selection becomes more and more difficult. Applying for grants takes much time, and it is far from always
that scholars can do this. Skillful meeting formal standards of application lets some scholars get always
awarded even for mediocre research.

Funds increasing, the part of grants for SSH to survive is going to decrease all the more that those
scholars who still keep on researching have high moral and intellectual motivation, and normal salary
would be enough for them not to quit.

We don’t offer to cancel granting, but this system obviously needs discussion and revision.

4.2. How diverse funding programmes and organisations provide support to SSH:

- Which thematic priorities?

- Long or short term activities, what is an average length of supported actions?

- What are in average the amounts of support?

- What type of organisations are supported and through what kind of mechanisms, for instance,
through government or business contracts, consulting and advisory projects?

4.2.1. What are the national sources of financial support to SSH — funding through research
councils, national government ministries?

4.2.2. How many different private sources of funding exist for SSH research? What proportion
of overall research funds do they provide?
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4.2.3. Regional and interregional initiatives (CRRS, Central Asian networks, etc.) for
promoting research activities in the SSH.

4.2.4. International funding organisations, their mechanisms and policies of promoting research
in the SSH in Azerbaijan, including the European Commission, other International
Organisations (UN, other), and international private foundations?

Supported organizations could be classified as those with governmental and non-governmental status.
While governmental institutions are state-financed, non-governmental research centers have rather easy
access to such sources as private foundations.

Most research governmental organizations, namely research institutes of different profiles, are integrated
into ANAS. Those of humanities and social sciences cover history, archaeology, ethnography, economy,
philosophy, Oriental studies, human rights, literature, linguistics, architecture and art.

The staff gets paid via research contracts for the duration from one to three years (salaries depend on
positions and honours, on the average approx. from $80 to 120 per month). An annual parliament-adopted
state budget includes financing sciences as a special item assuming funds to be allocated for ANAS.

The list of thematic directions which ANAS researchers in SSH follow is quite long and represents both
classical, inherited from the Soviet era, and modern, adopted as attempts “to time the present”, topics
regardless of a sciences or a humanity it belongs to. Classical thematic directions are more or less far
from the modern ideological challenges. In Soviet times, they used to be a way for those who tried to
somehow escape from the pro-communist mainstream. Of course, such topics as Medieval Arabic Poetry
or Early Ottoman History at the Institute of Oriental Studies of ANAS have reflected — and still do — the
contemporary political expectations, through analogies with the modernity; yet descriptive researching
certain historical facts or poetic stylistics let researchers avoid necessary Marxism in the past and other
challenges today. As regards the latter ones, they are not obligatory at all consisting in the ideas of
modern sovereign secular Azerbaijani nationalism (or statehood, if to be accurate). At the same time,
researchers may follow other tendencies, either pro-western or moderate-Muslim, though clericalism is
considered a threat to the Republic, and criticism against it is supported. Private granting and technical
assistance by Embassies of Turkey, Iran and Arabic countries (relevant to the three research segments of
the Institute) increase feasibility at ANAS, though their support is counted to probably determine some
elements of ideological dependence in future.

As to non-governmental investigations , they are granted for different topics, yet there are some
priorities defined in sponsor requirements and determined by domestic social and political developments:
education (accessible education, quality of education, educational reform, corruption and education, the
role of education on employment opportunities), migration (labour migration, trafficking, migrant
assistance to local entities), social economics (family income structures, economic behaviours, modern
and traditional household behaviour, quality of life), gender (gender and politics, gender and education,
gender equity/equality, behaviour toward women, women’s status), civic society and political activities
(political rights, freedom of media, citizens’ behaviour towards political institutions; political
tolerance/intolerance) etc. Non-governmental funding sources include such recognized international
organizations as the George Soros Open Society Institute (OSI), Eurasia Foundation, Friedrich Ebert
Foundation, such UN program as UNIFEM etc.

Let us list some research projects carried out as a result of such donations (by the OSI as an example):
“Enabling Civil Society: Practical Aspects of Freedom of Association Source Book”, “Monitoring of
independency of judiciary in Azerbaijan”, “Azerbaijani legislation and international standards”, “Legal
education in Azerbaijan: current situation and perspectives”, “International mechanisms of Human Rights
protection”, “International courts and quasi courts”, “Public Control on Courts”, “Domestic violence in
Azerbaijan”, “Violence against women as a crosscutting issue”, “Women’s leadership at the municipal
level”, “Women’s activism in Azerbaijan in the period of XIX-beginning of XX century” and others.

To generalize, there are different types of non-governmental grants provided:
e open-door grants (given for unsolicited projects)
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e grants by competitions

e grants for solicited projects
Applicants, as a rule, must be Azeri citizens or permanent residents of Azerbaijan. Applications may be
submitted by individual SSH researchers, or by researchers affiliated with academic institutions, research
institutes, non-governmental organizations, think tanks, international organization and public agencies.
Fellowship applications may be submitted by individual researchers or teams. The application should
identify a head researcher responsible to manage the grant, and she/he serves as the primary contact for
the research project. Research teams may include non-citizen participants, but they cannot be the primary
researchers for the project. Most projects assume a term of 1-1.5 years. The average amount of support
makes about $10,000 per year for a grant from $ 3,500 by the Caucasian Research Resource Center,
(CRRC) to $ 25,000 by the OSI.

Very important job is being done by the CRRC, which not only awards about 7 grants every year, but
also promotes joint initiatives by regional scholars and provides information support for local ones.

The United State Agency for International Development (USAID), Carnegie Corporation of New York,
IREX- Azerbaijan, Kennan Institute, British Council — Azerbaijan, Open Society Institute — Azerbaijan,
State Statistical Committee, World Bank, Baku Education & Information Center, ACCELS, Khazar
University, Baku State University, Azerbaijan State Economic University, International Organization for
Migration, Association of Young Economists of Azerbaijan, and Azerbaijan Gender Information Center
are among the CRRC’s partners and donors. CRRC provides services and conducts activities aimed to:

o Increase the access of high quality up-to-date resources for academics and practitioners to
carry out professional research in their home countries.

e Strengthen the capacity of local social science researchers, academics and policy
practitioners.

e Increase incentives and opportunities for collaboration among academics, researchers and
practitioners to promote public policy analysis and formulation.

CRRC is currently planning to establish a mentorship program to pair more experienced international
researchers with young scholars from the South Caucasus. The purpose of this program will be to
encourage professional cross-border relationships and the exchange and development of knowledge,
particularly via production of CRRC-sponsored research. This program will also help scholars develop
collaboration and interaction with local faculty and partner universities to ensure a vibrant and sustainable
academic life for local institutions.

As we have already mentioned, both individuals (either from ANAS or other governmental structures)
and entire organizations may be funded. There are university research centers financed both from outer
donations by above-mentioned international institutions and internal university funds (the latter ones, we
would say, are the only which can be identified as domestic private sources for SSH). Those are: the
Gender Research Center, Human Development Institute (both at Western University),Women's Studies
Center, Azerbaijani Bureau of Russian Archaeological Society’s Eastern Department, American Studies
Center, Turkic World’s Studies Centre, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Center for International and
Strategic Studies, and Dictionary and Encyclopaedia Center (all at Khazar University).

Such centers are usually initiated by the rectors, reasonably finding it prestigious for a higher educational
institution, with the faculty and students being consequently involved into. The permanent staff is, as a
rule, 2 or 3 persons (a head, a deputy and a secretary), but the number of researchers is mostly fluctuant.
Usual activities include holding conferences, inviting foreign lecturers, and preparing collections of
papers by researchers.

Few research institutions are self-standing. The Society for Humanitarian Research (SHR) is a non-
governmental organization founded on January 17, 1997 and granted by international organizations.
Activities of the SHR include studies on the conditions for the individuals’ active participation in the
civic society and in the process of democratic development. The society is also working as a resource
center, holding numerous seminars among youth on unemployment, family and educational problems,
and on the most important issues for the people of Baku .
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Another self-standing research center, SIGMA, is often hired to implement various research projects (for
example, it carried out a research about Internally Displaced Persons (Women) in Azerbaijan as a
UNIFEM contractor. Established in 1995, it mostly provides itself by similar order for social researches
and surveys; donations make only 10% of the budget. The list of SIGMA’s other research (mostly ordered
by UNICEF, UNDP, USAID and others) includes: Annual Human Development Report from 1994,
Poverty Assessment in Azerbaijan, 1995-96, Elaboration of Recommendations on Reform for
Improvement of the Social Support System in Azerbaijan — 1996 and others.

Regional and interregional initiatives in the South Caucasus and Central Asia with Azeri participation are
mostly internationally funded and oriented towards promotion of regional cooperation. The regional
dimension mostly covers the three countries of the South Caucasus and rarely is extended to Central Asia.
In some instances, interregional initiatives also cover Eastern or South-Eastern Europe. In addition to
those NGO mentioned above there are some regional initiatives in SSH mostly oriented at regional
cooperation in the South Caucasus:

e The South Caucasus Cooperation Program of the Eurasia Foundation

e Transnational Crime and Corruption Centre (TRACCC) — Caucasus Office

The International Association for Caucasian Regional Studies with Vrije Universiteit Brussels,
Belgium

American Councils for International Education (ACCELS)

International Research and Exchanges Board (IREX)

Caucasus Academic Centre (CAC)

Caucasus International Consortium for Academic Cooperation (CICAC)

5. National approaches to the evaluation of scientific capabilities

SSH capabilities are evaluated, both a priori and a posteriori and due to the governmental/non-
governmental status.

The staff of the ANAS Institute has to introduce their proposals (mostly individual) upon the completion
of previous research; proposals are evaluated in terms of feasibility, originality and topicality.
Introduction process has several steps:
e discussing each topic by the staff of an applicant’s institute department
e approving each topic by the management of an applicant’s Institute
o final approving each topic by the senior management of the Academy (appropriate division and
the ANAS Presidium)

Completed research is presented to the attention of a special expert commission at an applicant’s Institute.
The criteria of evaluation include originality, topicality and meeting such quality standards as analytical
deepness, consistency, evidence, language, presentation, format, citations/references, and the number of
pages, which is presumed in every contract.

Private sources have versatile policies of evaluation. The George Soros Open Society Institute gathers a
special commission consisting of 7 external domestic experts whose function is to evaluate scientific
quality, originality, the quality of a research team, feasibility and budget. Political relevance is not taken
into consideration. It is not either by the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, which undertakes to evaluate as their
Caucasian office in Thilisi, Georgia, with the participation of German experts.

In general, evaluation is quite complicated because there are no citation indices; among national
publications, specialized journals of the Academy are considered relatively reliable to confirm the level of
individuals since their papers get published therein.

Projects must fit grant goals, be cost-effective and feasible. They must include the clear and reasonable
assessment of financial and technical requirements, a qualified and appropriate research methodology, as
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well as strong schedule. Project evaluators identify how needed a project is to meet grant goals and the
country’s demands.

Based on the application evaluation criteria, a short-list of applicants is composed which awardees are
chosen from. Winners sign grant contracts with the donor containing terms to receive a grant, rights and
obligations by both parties, expected results of the research project, project evaluation criteria, a timetable
and a detailed budget.

Upon having the project completed and presented, implementation evaluation monitors its meeting the
stated goals. Outcome evaluation examines the theoretical results of a completed project. Impact
evaluation is to assess the practical significance of a completed project. Grant-winners are required to
provide a presentation at the end of their research and participate in related event held by grantor.
Research developed by grantees get published and disseminated. Finally, granted researchers conduct
lectures or training courses organized by the sponsor and contribute their research knowledge in the
development of Azerbaijan.

6. Challenges and prospects for the support of SSH in Azerbaijan

6.1. Please present your expert assessment on the strengths and weaknesses of the institutional and
policy framework in your country in terms of strength of the SSH institutions, thematic priorities,
policy relevance, funding amounts and trajectories and the institutional loci of research and
teaching.

6.2. What are the difficulties that need to be overcome to develop further the institutional and
policy frameworks — developing infrastructure, financing?

The core problem of SSH in Azerbaijan is lack of financing, which provokes brain drain from the SSH
segment.

Though having been increasing drastically during last years as a result of the oil boom, the state budget is
not yet able to cover the needs of the vast army of researchers, the legacy of the awkward Soviet system
of Academies.

Humanities, in general, are difficult to access in terms of their real value; criteria to assess a paper on
history (as an example) are too vague and, thus, depend on the current mainstream.

Cognition in humanities and social sciences is logical analysis of words as of notions. It is abstract
modelling based on conventional definitions. Each text contains notional infinity because each notion can
be considered by the endless definition of its components with absorption into nuances. Thus,
humanities and social sciences are inevitably subjective, which makes them vulnerable for
regulations, far from scholarly reasons.

This doesn’t seem only the post-Soviet sore if remember a recent letter by the US scholars protesting
against government’s meddling into their professional activities and conclusions presented; yet the Soviet
past, when scholars were promoted by the government due to their ideological fidelity and meeting some
particularly elaborated formal standards throughout a degree-by-degree research career, has created an
especially heavy burden to obtain rather a dynamic research life.

Most scholars are missing that time of guaranteed considerable salaries and don’t demonstrate abilities to
adapt to the new market environment. They are still looking for a chance to find a similar niche which
doesn’t probably exist anymore.

The feeling of pro-Soviet nostalgia is supported by ideas about the Soviet methodology of SSH as the
most sophisticated, serious and based on considerable factual basis, though the latter provided a number
of real achievements. Western research on History and Oriental Studies is often thought to be either
“superficially descriptive” or “lacking a conceptual approach”.
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However, it would be wrong to underestimate serious successes and background of quite a few scholars
from this “party”.

Thematic priorities are quite large and liberal, but those researchers who are enthusiastic to go rather new
scholarly paths, sometimes can’t find new, but necessary, books and tutors to consult on new topics. This
insufficiency is determined by the same lack of financing and of the country’s integration in the
international academic milieu.

Researchers prefer to seek private donations omitting mediation by the Academy’s cascading structure;
yet the total amount of private funding, though effective and sufficient per capita of applicants, is
incompatible towards the governmental one.

The staff of ANAS is excessive, which makes reasonable and sufficient funding impossible. Present
selective structures are not able to flexibly assess newly appearing papers.

7. Conclusions and recommendations

7.1. Conclusions on the status of institutional landscape, human resources, support and scientific
excellence in Azerbaijan

SSH researchers, first of all, need better awareness about international citation indices and prestigious
peer-reviewed journals to have a chance of getting their expertise indicated. They probably need a
professional association to get promoted and financed and to reach, through it, an international
community of scholars.

ANAS needs serious restructuring to ease management and implementation and dramatic staff cut, which
would let significantly improve scholars’ financial situation.

Restructuring could include having institutes transformed into research self-governing centres with both
government financing and rights to seek funds from other sources. Such centres could implement research
with the strong assessment of topicality.

At the same time, classical topics of humanities, seemingly far from Azerbaijan’s urgent needs, for
example, those on the Medieval and Ancient History of Azerbaijan, require more significant donation by
private and international organizations. Scarce efforts by local individuals in this field have so far
remained the only related examples as they find their partners abroad without any support by a resource
center or a donating agency.

To overcome feeling of mistrust among scholars towards western scholars’ communities, institutions and
methodologies, serious work must be held in the way of providing sufficient related information.
Decreasing bureaucratic obstacles toward getting published internationally and donated would be another
big relevant step. In this way, establishing an international website supported both by local and
international scholarly institutions to publish recent papers by SSH research seems reasonable.

7.2. Major challenges to the international cooperation based on the analysis of institutional
frameworks and policies.

The major challenges to the development of international S&T cooperation concern the marginal position
of Azeri scientific community vis-a-vis other international scientific communities in terms of S&T
funding and research output.

Despite a large dependency on foreign funds for international RTD collaboration, Azeri government is
still unaware that it also has to provide its own legal and economic incentives for RTD organizations to
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take part in international research and innovation programmes on equal financial footing, as well as to
remove corresponding obstacles, such as tax and customs barriers, etc.

The education and training of research personnel at foreign institutions, especially at the doctoral and
postdoctoral levels, continued mainly thanks to private arrangements, while the plans for targeted
improvement and development of young scientists and scholars in fields considered important for the
twenty-first century failed to materialize. So far there have been no well thought out, realistic and
internationally evaluated programmes of education and training of research personnel. In the absence of a
rational policy, prolonged visits by Azeri scientists to foreign research centers pose a threat of increased
brain drain of the best people; another negative consequence of this practice is the concentration of the
research effort on well-established, small-risk topics. This inevitably results in the replication of
"scientific clones™ and the accompanying decline of the quality of the research effort. The present system
of financing of research programmes and projects in Azerbaijan unfortunately, favours such undesirable
trend.

Although international cooperation looks varied and rather developed, the actual amounts of money
invested by Azerbaijan into such cooperation are very small.

As it was mentioned before in this report Azeri RTD at present is not internationalized.

The renewal of the scientific system in our country has to be initiated by the Azerbaijan government. The
improvement of the national systems of innovation should be more and more on its agenda.

EU scientists and politicians’ help in it, the more emphatically popularization of decisions of Lisbon
Summit about building of society of knowledge in Europe wouldn’t be out of place (our politicians like
looking the West back but indeed on their whole don’t know well dominant tendencies of west
politicians’ activities). It would be promoted by more consistent and forceful actions of EU on creation of
a unique all-European scientific and technical area , simplification of participation of Azeri and other
NIS scientists in scientific and technical programmes, formation of special scientific and technical and
innovative programmes on the solution of European problems.

Appropriate legislation in the area of scientific and technical and innovative activities should be worked
out to direct the scientific and technical area on the way of stable development. EU can give
informational and expert support as an aid at this stage.

The scientific collaboration with the European Union should be considered as a corner stone of scientific
development in Azerbaijan. As it was mentioned before, the nearest step in the reformation of Azerbaijan
S&T must be upgrading of national scientific expertise procedures, which are still of out-dated Soviet
style. The best decision could be the use of European expertise resources, on the basis of both
payment and agreement treatment for clear and independent expertise of all national scientific projects. It
will provide funding of really interesting and fresh scientific projects and S&T groups, and promote high-
speed development of S&T in the country.

European Union could make deep analysis of the situation in science in Azerbaijan and give exact
recommendations to the government.

The main form of carrying out fundamental research on a European scale is preparation of personnel,
capable of adapting itself to requirements of world science.

European Union can assist in studying and implementing progressive world experience, complex
diagnosis of the country’s situation, defining development perspectives and priorities, establishing
legislative basis and institutional mechanisms that meet modern requirements, improving highly qualified
staff member training, working out and implementing standards for appreciating S&T products,
establishing innovation funds and so on.

For facilitating international collaboration in the SSH between the EU and Azerbaijan it is necessary to
change radically approaches from both of sides. First from Azerbaijan side it is necessary to identify the
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strong scientific groups working in SSH and support their research if they have not any grants or other
financial supports. Second, EU must support their proposals through some collaborative calls and tenders.
In this case during of next 5-6 years we will see strong scientific teams in Azerbaijan at the European
level. These groups will be able to contribute to the unique ERA.

Future EU activity should respond proactively to the reform process in the Azerbaijan. Since still the
research funding in the country is extremely low, the preservation of excellent scientific teams should
remain a task of EU. We believe that the decisive impulses for a renewal of the science system have to
come from inside Azerbaijan in order to enable science to play a major role for social and economic
progress and initiate truly sustainable changes in this direction.

By its support activities EU and other international funding organisations have planted the seeds which
may work step by step towards a more stable base for an efficient science system in Azerbaijan. This
work has to go on, in order to address the challenges of the transition period, which is still continuing.

The European actual common agendas for the scientific cooperation with third countries and Azerbaijan
in particular do not often cover the interests and problems of Azeri researchers and the areas of common
interest for all sides has not been defined yet.

Optimising the exploitation of FP7 provisions for international cooperation could increase the
Azerbaijani participation and the success rate of submissions. Participation to consortia undertaking
projects under the thematic priorities could be improved if EU and Associated States would have a
better knowledge of the domains of excellence of Azerbaijan as well as the related organizations
(institutes, universities, enterprises,...). If better known, Azerbaijani organisations would be often invited
by European consortia to join them, which is certainly the easiest way to participate.

This identification and international promotion work would be best done at national level. It would go
along a strategic selection on the topics on which each country would look for cooperation. In addition
to national plans, wider plans at regional level would also be useful not only for obvious reasons of
synergy but also because some dedicated calls for proposals, willing to stimulate this synergies, may
require several participants from different NIS countries.

“Specific International Cooperation Action” is a suitable right kind of project for such coordination
initiatives. One could imagine an overall project covering the countries of EECA, looking to address all
scientific fields. One could also imagine a set of projects, each one targeted at some country, scientific or
technological field.

Establishing cooperation with existing European scientific and technological networks could also be
covered by a project of this kind, as could be the creation of networks in the region. Such networking
undertakings could be complemented by the organisation of conferences and seminars.

7.3. Recommendations on harmonisation of the institutional landscapes and for facilitating
international collaboration in the SSH between the EU and Azerbaijan

The twenty-first century will be determined by scientific and technological development. The Azeri
government, National Academy of Sciences, scholarly and professional societies, non-governmental
organizations, etc. should take all possible measures and necessary actions to improve such activities with
the help of the international community. Therefore, there is a strong need to re-establish links with the
scientists and researchers of the former Soviet Union, first of all with Russia, EU and China, as well as to
create broader research networks with the global S&T community.

We therefore make the following recommendations:

a) A careful analysis and assessment of the present state of Azerbaijan's international
scientific cooperation on the basis of the data supplied by the National Academy of Sciences,
Ministries and the high educational centers should be done. Realistic analyses ought to be made
of the past and future expenditure for scientific and professional visits, symposia, scholarships,
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and bilateral and multilateral scientific and technical cooperation. Present and future benefits
from international scientific cooperation should be carefully weighted.

b) Key areas of research should be defined for which cooperation with foreign

partners is necessary. This will then lead to an assessment of our priorities, and

how Azeri science can again become interesting for scientists throughout the

world. The Azeri scientific and experimental developmental potential should

be urgently integrated into the European scientific and high education frameworks. Azeri
scientists and research institutions should be active in participation in Seventh European
Framework Programme, their cooperation with Russian scientists and scientists of other NIS
should be rebuilt.

¢) A thorough analysis, with the help of the international scientific community,

should help us recognize the existing scientific centers of excellence and prepare

for the establishment of new centers of this kind. Wherever necessary, centers of

excellence should be coupled with scientific and technological parks. European international and
trans-national companies should be encouraged to take part in such activities, while Azerbaijan,
as a host, should create the legislative framework and business climate to facilitate their
operation. The assistance of the international community, especially the OECD countries, should
be channeled in such a way that any financial support, investment or loan given to the
government of the Republic of Azerbaijan should contain a provision earmarking part of the
money for the development of science, experimental development, and education. The same
should be done in the case of the revenue coming from the privatization of large, state-owned
enterprises.

d) International advisory bodies should be established for different fields and
attached to the universities and institutes. Non-governmental organizations, such
as the professional and scholarly societies, should be represented in such bodies.

e) Foreign models should be studied (Finland, Sweden, Ireland, Israel, Switzerland) in
preparation for the reorganization of the different sectors of scientific management. The system
of financing should be changed, and international refereeing of projects should be introduced.

) Exceptionally gifted undergraduate and postgraduate students should be monitored and
considered for possible continuation of education abroad.

g) A permanent scheme should be devised to provide funding for membership fees in
international societies and organizations and for the financing of international scientific events
organized in Azerbaijan. Particularly important in this regard is Azerbaijan's membership in
major international professional organizations, with provisions for the use of their advanced and
expensive equipment, such as CERN, EMBO, etc. The membership of Azerbaijan in the
European Science Foundation (ESF) may help further widening and strengthening of such links.

h) A solution should be found for the problem of purchase of scientific and technical
periodicals and for the establishment of a system of subscription and standing orders for books.
Membership in the most important databases is vital.

i) Bilateral cooperation should be stimulated with our neighbors and other countries, and
multilateral cooperation should be realized through regional organizations.

j) In the implementation of international scientific and technical cooperation it is important to
clearly define the competence and role of the government agencies (ministries, scientific
councils, etc.), the universities, the National Academy of Sciences, and other non-governmental
organizations (scientific and professional societies).

7.4. Recommendations on building up interfaces promoting international research co-operation in
the SSH between the EU and Azerbaijan.
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The Framework Programme is the main track for scientific cooperation with EU but it is not an easy track
(only 20% of EU project proposals and less than 10% of EU submissions to Marie-Curie fellowships are
selected).

It must be understood that excellence only is selected. A project proposal must have an innovative and
ambitious objective, a sound methodology, a meaningful budget, an adequate international consortium,
credible exploitation prospects of its results and it must comply with subsidiarity (benefit to EU society or
at least to a region).

National Information Point

The almost “compulsory” structure that a country needs for a successful participation to FPs is a NIP
(National Information Point). With the support of INTAS, Azerbaijan has set up a dynamic NIP within
the Presidium of the National Academy of Sciences;
The existing NIP must be applauded but should still be reinforced as follows:
e It should serve all R&D stakeholders in addition to the Academy such as other
R&D institutes (if any), the industry, NGOs, professional associations, user
associations, public administration (seen as users), ...
e Staff should be increased to provide specialised coverage of the different sciences in the scope of
the FP (and of interest of Azerbaijan). The burden can be shared over several organisations.
e Its resources should be adapted to follow up the activities taking place in EU, to
promote Azeri research to EU, to perform a comprehensive dissemination of information
and to help Azeri researchers to prepare proposals.
Although EC does not financially support neither NCPs nor NIPs, there is a class of
projects called Specific International Cooperation Actions which can provide some kind of
support with full EC funding.
e Aczerbaijan should devise a mechanism to complement EU funding (which is around 50% of
project costs).

NB: alternatively or complementarily, from 2007, a specific AP2006 TACIS project
could also establish some kind of fund for FP7.

ENP Action Plan

The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) Action Plan towards Azerbaijan signed November 14, 2006
envisages joint undertakings in the area of S&T and education. It also addresses the linkage of research
with industry and economy in general. The ENP Instrument will also allow to perfect Azerbaijan
readiness for a successful integration in the European Research Area.

The elaboration of appropriate mechanisms and schemes for implementation of the Action Plan is a
unique opportunity that should not be missed.

Delegation of EC in Azerbaijan

The Delegation of EC in Azerbaijan if it is established may play an important role for the advancement of
the undertaking. The Delegation can support the country to gather and present facts convincing EC that
cooperation is important for the European development as well as to convince the EU scientific
community that it is its interest to cooperate.

Azerbaijan may work with the Delegation for integration into Community research via the European
Commission. Of course, this should not prevent Azerbaijan to explore and exploit other tracks.

Black See Economic Cooperation (BSEC)
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The ‘BSEC Working Group on Cooperation in S&T’ is an existing policy dialogue platform that can
constitute the basis for an extended Regional Policy Dialogue Platform that would also include interested
EU Member States and Central Asian Countries, as well as Belarus and the European Commission.

Cooperation with Turkey
Cooperation with Turkey especially in SSH can be particularly helpful as its research community,

compared to its Azeri counterparts made a significant progress. Besides, they have exhaustive knowledge
of all potential pitfalls and drawbacks of the transition period in science and education matter,
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Annex 1

Social Sciences and Humanities Classification of Highest Certifying
Commission of Azerbaijan

07.00.00

07.00.02
07.00.03
07.00.06
07.00.07

07.00.09

07.00.10

07.00.15

historical sciences

domestic history

the world& history (of a related period)
Archeology

ethnography, ethnology and anthropology

historiography, source study and methods of
historical research

history of science and technology

history of international relations and foreign
policy

PhD or Doctor of Science degree in the
following sciences

historical
historical
historical
historical

historical

historical
physical-and-mathematical
chemical
geological-and-mineralogical
technical

agricultural

medical

veterinarian

architectural

historical
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08.00.00
08.00.01
08.00.05
08.00.10
08.00.12

08.00.13

08.00.14
09.00.00
09.00.01
09.00.03
09.00.04
09.00.05
09.00.07
09.00.08
09.00.11

09.00.13

10.00.00
10.01.00
10.01.01
10.01.02
10.01.03
10.01.08
10.01.09

10.01.10

10.02.00
10.02.01
10.02.03
10.02.04
10.02.05
10.02.06
10.02.08
10.02.09
10.02.12
10.02.19

10.02.20

economics

theory of economics

economics and economical management (by trades and fields of activity)

finance, currency and crediting
accounting and statistics

mathematical and instrumental methods of economics

the worldbés economy
philosophical sciences

ontology and epistemology

history of philosophy

Aesthetics

Ethics

Logic

philosophy of science and technology

social philosophy

religious studies and philosophy of culture

philological sciences
study of literature
Azerbaijan literature
Turkic literatures
the worldé literature (with a certain literature indicated)
theory of literature and textual studies
folklore studies

Journalism

Linguistics
Azeri language
Slavonic languages
German languages
Roman languages
Turkic languages
Iranian languages
Caucasian languages
Semitic languages
language theory

comparative historical, typological and contrastive linguistics

economical
economical
economical
economical
economical
physical-and-

mathematical

economical

philosophic
philosophic
philosophic
philosophic
philosophic
philosophic
philosophic

philosophic
historical

philological
philological
philological
philological
philological

philological
political

philological
philological
philological
philological
philological
philological
philological
philological
philological

philological
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10.02.21
11.00.00
12.00.00
12.00.01
12.00.02
12.00.03
12.00.05
12.00.06
12.00.08
12.00.09
12.00.10
12.00.14
13.00.00
13.00.01

13.00.02

13.00.03

13.00.04

17.00.00
17.00.01
17.00.02
17.00.03
17.00.04

17.00.06

17.00.09

18.00.00

18.00.01

18.00.02

18.00.04

19.00.00
19.00.01

19.00.02

19.00.05

applied and mathematical linguistics

geographical sciences

law
theory and history of law and state; history of legal doctrines
constitutional law. municipal law
civil law, business law, family law, private international law
labor law, social-protection law
natural-resource law, agrarian law, ecological law
criminal law and criminal studies; criminal-implementation law
criminal process; criminal law and forensic science; field investigation
international law
administration law, financial law, information law
Pedagogy

general pedagogy, history of pedagogy and education

theory and methodology of teaching and upbringing (by fields and levels
of education)

correcting pedagogy (deaf-and-dumb pedagogy, blind pedagogy, mental
deficiency pedagogy, speech therapy)

theory and methodology of physical training and sports

art studies
theatre
music
cinema, television and other screen arts
fine arts, arts-and-crafts, architecture

technical aesthetics and design

theory and history of arts

architecture

Theory and history of architecture, restoration and reconstruction of
historical and architectural heritage

architecture of buildings and structures; creative concepts of
architecture

town-planning, rural planning

psychological sciences
general psychology, personal psychology, history of psychology

psychophysiology

social psychology

philological

legal
legal
legal
legal
legal
legal
legal
legal

legal

pedagogical

pedagogical

pedagogical

pedagogical
psychological

art studies
art studies
art studies
art studies

art studies
technical

art studies

philosophical
historical

architecture
art studies

architecture
technical

architecture
technical

psychological
psychological
biological
medical

psychological
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19.00.06

19.00.07

19.00.10

22.00.00
22.00.01
22.00.04
23.00.00

23.00.01

23.00.02

23.00.04

24.00.00

24.00.01

legal psychology

pedagogical psychology

correcting psychology

social sciences
theory, methodology and history of social sciences
Social structure, social institutions and processes
political sciences
theory of politics. history and methodology of political sciences

political institutions, ethno-political conflict studies, national and political
processes

political problems of international relations and of global development

culture studies

theory and history of culture

political

psychological
legal

psychological

psychological

sociological

sociological

political
historical

political
sociological
legal

political
legal

culture studies
philosophical
historical
sociological

art studies
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Political authorities

Administrative bodies

Ministry of Education

Ministrv of Economic

Houses of
Parliament

Governmen
t

A

Ministrv of Health

Ministry of Aariculture

Committee
on Science

Ministry of

Ministry of Ecology and National

Resources

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Labor and Social
Protection

State agencies, committees, centers
and units

Annex 2. Structure of the Azerbaijan R&D system

Research performers

Research Institutes
of Azerbaijan
National Academy
of Sciences

Higher schools:
Universities,

Institutes and

A ~adamine

Research Institutes of

Ministries and State

agencies, committees
and units

R&D infrastructure:
-INTERNET
(Academic Network)
- S&T Libraries

Private sector- R&D Performers

Private Universities

Small and Medium
Enterprises
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Annex 3

Programmes in Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences in SSH
adopted in 2005

Programme-1: Research of tendencies of Azerbaijan Historical, Social, Political and
Cultural Development.

1. Study of the history of social acts in Azerbaijan.

2. Research of oil factor in the political history of Azerbaijan.
3. Study of formation and activity of Azerbaijan Diaspora.

4. Study of military history of Azerbaijan.

5. Study of the history of West Azerbaijan, history of lost lands of Azerbaijan and research of
historical geography of Azerbaijan.

6. Processing of history of Soviet era of Azerbaijan.

7. Study of social and economical relations between Azerbaijan and West and East countries.

8. Together with foreign researchers, organization of expenditure, exchange of experience, wide
usage of a new computer technology in archeological research together with entry of information

about monuments of Azerbaijan into the international world.

9. Study of development of multicultural, ethno political processes of the few peoples living in
Azerbaijan.

10. Study of material cultural history of Azerbaijan restoring submarine archeological research.

11. Creation and improvement of exposition based on achievements of historical field of science
of Azerbaijan and on principles of modern

12. Collection, protection, research and edition of material and spiritual cultural monuments,
reflecting history of the people of Azerbaijan beginning from old times till now, their show and
spread in exhibitions and expositions.

13. Social psychological research and analysis of ethics and perspectives of community of
citizens, analysis and social psychological research of changes in an individual, mass and social
mind.

14. Study of philosophical problems of scientific development.

15. Research of human ecology, political traditions and study of formation problems of
democratically political culture.

16. Study of constitutional basis of juridical and political system in Azerbaijan.
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17. Research of normative acts concerning to human rights and freedom of the countries where
democratic processes are spread and research of the ways of its consumption in Azerbaijan.

18. European Convention on Human Rights: study of problems of increase of the West juridical
values in post soviet territory.

19. Research of the causes of corruption creation in the transitive period and research of the
influence of juridical democratic community’s development.

20. The analysis of problems connected with ethnic conflicts and regional safety in the context of
human rights.

21. Study of the role of international terrorism in destroying of human rights.

22. Study of social political, economical and cultural relations between East countries and
Azerbaijan.

23. The role and place of Azerbaijan in modern Islamic world.
24. The influence of Islamic factors on social political development of Azerbaijan.

25. Research of regularity of social political, economical and cultural development of East
countries.

26. Stratographic research of onomastics of Azeri language.
27. Systematic analysis of processes happening in the modern Azeri language.

28. Compiling of Azeri language dictionary, study of linguistic decisions of scientific
technological terminology.

29. Research of linguistic solutions of brain-tongue problems on the basis of Azeri language
materials.

30. To promote literature and culture of Azerbaijan and to awake feeling of national duty of the
people, study of aesthetic philosophical mind of the people and its global historical meaning in
the light of objective methodology of literature.

31. Preparation and computerization of the history of Azerbaijan literature, edition of
encyclopedias, information books and literature of scientific catalogues on the basis of new
scientific aesthetic demands.

32. Open of the website of Azerbaijan literature studies in the world online system and
systematic enrichment.

33. Creation of “The full collection of works of Azerbaijan folklore” (in 100 volumes, “Folklore
anthology” in 16 volumes), “Atlas of Folklore™.

34. Study and edition of gathered Azerbaijan regional folklore anthology.
35. Study of folklore legacy of Turkic people with comparison.

36. Study of folklore genres on the level of requirements of folklore studies.
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37. Study of the history of architecture and town planning, fine and decorative applied art, music,
theatre and cinema art.

38. Integration of the art of independent Azerbaijan into the world art, research of interrelation
with the fine arts of close and distant peoples on their places.

39. Research of modern architecture and design from appeared during independent time new fine
tendencies and new kinds of the art, coloring according to postmodern tendencies and also jazz-
mugam and new artistic phenomena.

40. Periodic dissemination of scientific information and creation of the website to spread
achievements of oriental studies among wide public.

41.Translation of Arabic and Persian manuscripts into Azeri language and their edition being
kept in the Institute of Manuscripts for enrichment of the history of Azerbaijan, the history of
science and culture with new facts, study of problems of textual study.

42. Research and edition of Turkish manuscripts.

43. Study and research of new methods of manuscripts and archives of materials in Azeri
language belonging to classical writers and scholars in the field of protection.

44. Preparation of scientific archives of Azeri writers and literary scholars being kept in the
museum fund, transliteration of manuscripts.

45. Collection, research, preservation in scientific fund, demonstration in expositions and
exhibitions of materials concerning to Azeri literature and culture.

Programme-2: Research of Azerbaijan Social and Economical Development.

1. Formation of economics of Independent Azerbaijan, strategy of establishment tendencies of its
social economical development and processing of theoretical methodological bases of prognosis.

2. Regularity of formation of new commercial connections in the countries, happening in the
world social economical progress of modern tendencies on the background of transformation of
strategies of Azerbaijan development, research of model , structure of social economical
development and economical laws of their regulation.

3. Study and generalization of economical politics in the republic and also social economical
results of agrarian reform and processing of conceptual bases of tendencies of its future
development.

4. Formation of the history of economics of Azerbaijan in the 20" century and economical
opinion and study and generalization of research development from new point of view.

5. Reveal and study of tendency of democratic development of Azerbaijan on the background of
happened social economical changes, formation and consumption of intellectual, human, labour
and trained potential, generalization and assessment of the strategy, tendency of commercial
market, employment, unemployment , health of population, level of living and modern state of
social protection, processing and preparation of suggestions based from scientific point of view
concerning to formation and improvement of demography of the state, employment, migration
and social political conception available for new conditions.
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6. Main tendencies, methods and mechanisms of state economical regulation, research of tasks
connected with new finance, politics of money and credits of the state.

7. Economical structural system of Independent Azerbaijan and processing and preparation of
proposals from scientific point of view on the basis of study of modern state of methods.

8. Study of theoretical methodological bases of investment politics, research of the ways of
improvement of methods and mechanisms of its existence. Determination of the influence of
macro and micro economical changes of commercial processes in the agriculture.

9. Formation of international integration and new foreign economical relations of the Azerbaijan
Republic, an exact determination of main tendencies ( from the geographical point of view),
creation of foreign economical relations, research of problems of improvement and productivity
of foreign economical relations with civil countries and CIS countries.

10. Study of social economical and organizational structured problems of formation and
development of Azerbaijan national enterprise.

11. An exact substantiation of productive forces on the basis of formation mechanisms of state
regulation of social economical development and consumption of local natural resources, state
and foreign investments, development of production in the regions, measures on improvement in

the field of agriculture and territorial construction and also research of economical ecological
aspects of Azerbaijan territory.

Programme-3: System of automatic translation into natural languages and vice versa,
besides Azeri language.

1. Study of existing approaches for the creation automatic dictionaries being the main component
of automatic translation (AT).

2. Research of structural system of automatic dictionaries.

3. Compiling of English-Azeri automatic dictionary.

4. Realization of English-Azeri literal translation.

5. Orthographic analysis of text in the AT system.

6. Processing of linguistic mathematical methods providing orthographical correctness of Azeri
7. T\?I)grsbhological analysis of text in the AT system.

8. Syntactical analysis of text in the AT system.

9. Semantically syntactical analysis of text in the AT system
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Annex 4

Schools in SSH in Baku State University

School of History

School of International Relations and International Law
School of Journalism

School of Law

School of Library Studies and Information

School of Oriental Studies

School of Philology

School of Theology

School of Social Sciences and Psychology

School of History
Departments:

. History of ancient world

. History of middle ages

. Modern history

. History of Russia

. General history of Muslim East
. History of Turkey

. History of Iran

. Archeology

coONO Ol A~ WN -

Scientific-research center. Laboratories:

1. Archeology and ethnography
2. Turkish room

In Bachelor level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. History
2. Regional studies (Caucasus studies)
3. Regional studies (American studies)

In Master level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

History of ancient world

History of middle ages

History and theory of international relations
New and modern history of European and American countries
History of Middle and Near East

History of Asian and African countries
Azerbaijan in ancient and middle ages

New and modern history of Azerbaijan

. History of Eastern European nations

10. Turks' world history

11. Archaeology and ethnography

©CoNoR~WNE
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12. Ethnology

13. Museum studies

14. The historiography and historic source-study of Azerbaijan
15. Methodology and methods of history teaching

16. Regional studies (Caucasus studies)

Main scientific directions:

Source study of the history of Azerbaijan and topical issues of History Studies

Source study of the history of the Caucasian peoples and topical issues of History Studies

Topical issues of methodology of history teaching

History of Turkic peoples (from ancient times to present)

History of Caucasus (from ancient times to present)

New history of European and American countries

Modern history of European and American countries

History of international relations (new and modern history)

History of material and moral culture of Azerbaijanis and peoples of the world

10. Study of history on the basis of archeological dig

11. Topical issues of the history of primitive community

12. History of material culture of Azerbaijan

13. Study of events occurred in Slavonic countries in Ancient and Medieval Ages

14. Study and researching of the problems of capitalist and modern periods

15. Political, social, economic and cultural problems of Near and Middle Eastern countries in
new and modern periods

16. Political and economic problems of Asian and African countries in new and contemporary
period

17. Epic monuments of Azerbaijan as historical sources

18. Persian sources on the history of Medieval Ages of Azerbaijan

19. Study of new and modern historical problems of Azerbaijan

CoNoOR~wWNE

School of International Relations and International Law
Departments:

1. International law and public law of foreign countries
2. International relations

3. Foreign languages

4. International economical relations and management

In Bachelor level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:
1. International law

2. International relations

3. Organization of customs

In Master level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:
1. International law

2. International relations
3. Organization of customs
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Main scientific directions:

. General international law

. Special international law

. Diplomacy and consulate law

. Actual problems of the public law of foreign countries

. Investigation of actual problems of international relations

. Differential aspects of Azerbaijan Republic foreign policy

. Problems of International information

. International economical relations

10. Actual problems of management in custom

11. International problems between Azerbaijan and world economy

OCoO~NO UL WN -

School of Journalism

Departments:

1. Theory and practice of journalism
2. Press history

3. Television and radio journalism
4. International journalism

There are press cabinet, TV-teaching and radio studios in Faculty.

In Bachelor level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. Journalism
In Master level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. International journalism
2. Radio and TV journalism
3. Publicists journalism

4. Press history

Main scientific-research areas:

1. Problems of high qualified work in modern Azerbaijan journalism
2. TV and radio journalism in XXI century: trends, perspectives
3. Topical problems of Azerbaijan journalism history

School of Law
Departments:

1. History and theory of state and law
2. Criminal law

3. Criminal process

4. Constitutional law

5. Civil law

. Actual theoretical and practical problems of Western Europe and Oriental languages
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6. Civil procedure, labor and ecological law
7. Criminal law and court examination (criminalistical laboratory)

Scientific-technical base:
- criminalistic laboratory
- law clinic

In Bachelor level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:
1. Law studies
In Master level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. History and theory of state and law

2. State law

3. Civil and economic law

4. Criminal law, criminal process, criminalistics and court expertise

Main scientific directions:

1. History and theory of state and law

2. Constitutional law: municipal law

3. Civil law: family law, civil procedure law, entrepreneurship law, international private law
4. Labor law; social insurance law

5. Natural resources; agricultural law, ecology law

6. Criminal law and criminology; law-executing power

7. Criminal process; criminalistics and court expertise; the bases of operative investigation law
8. Administrative law; finance law; information law

School of Library Studies and Information
Departments:

1. Library sciences

2. Bibliographical sciences

3. Library fund and organization of catalogs

4. Bibliology and publishing

Teaching laboratories;

1. Organization and management of librarian work
2. Bibliographical information search systems

3. Library fund and catalogs

In Bachelor level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. Library sciences and bibliography
2. Publishing and editing

In Master level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. Bibliographic sciences



2. Library science
3. Publishing and editing

Main scientific research areas:

1. Organization of public library service in the conditions of the independence of the Republic of
Azerbaijan

2. Bibliographic activity in Azerbaijan: development, present condition and perspectives

3. Document-information supply and automation of cataloging of library funds of Azerbaijan in
the modern period

4. Topical issues of bibliology, book history, publishing and editing

School of Oriental Studies
Departments:

1. Arabic philology
2. Persian philology
3. Turkish philology
4. Far Eastern languages and literature

Scientific-research laboratories:
- Dictionary of Nizami Ganjavi’s works

In Bachelor level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. Arabic language and literature
2. Persian language and literature
3. Turkish language and literature
4. Hebrew language and literature
5. Chinese language and literature
6. Japanese language and literature
7. Urdu language and literature

In Master level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. Arabic language and literature
2. Persian language and literature
3. Turkish language and literature
4. Hebrew language and literature
5. Japanese language and literature

Main scientific-research areas:
- Problems of oriental languages and literature

School of Philology
Departments:

1. Modern Azerbaijan literature
2. History of classical Azerbaijan literature
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3. General linguistics

4. Azerbaijan linguistics

5. Teaching methods of Azerbaijan language and literature
6. Turkology

7. Azerbaijan folklore

8. Turkish people literature

9. Folklore

10. World literature

11. Modern Russian literature

12. Classical Russian literature

13. Russian linguistics

14. Russian (for humanitarian schools)

15. Russian (for natural schools)

16. English

17. German language and French language

Scientific-research laboratories:

1. “Dada Gorgud”

2. Problems of use of Azerbaijan language

3. Immigration literature of Azerbaijan and belles-lettres

In Bachelor level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. Azerbaijan language and literature
2. Russian language and literature

In Master level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

. History of Azerbaijan literature

. Literature of foreign countries people

. Turkish people literature

. Theory of literature

. Folklore and mythology

. Teaching methods and methodology of Azerbaijan language and literature
. Theory and history of literary criticism
. Russian language and literature

. Azerbaijan language

10. Turkology

11. General linguistics

OCoOoO~No ol WN -

Main scientific-research areas:

1. Tasks of philology
2. Problems of linguistics

School of Theology
Departments:

1. Islamic sciences
2. Languages

Term of study - 5 years
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In faculty specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. Theologian — Islamic scholar
2. Teacher of Arabic language

Main scientific-research areas:

1. Topical problems of Arabic, Persian, Turkish and English
School of Social Sciences and Psychology

Departments:

Psychology

Gender and applied psychology
Sociology

Philosophy and sociology

Philosophy (for natural faculties)
Philosophy (for humanitarian faculties)
History of philosophy and cultural sciences
Economical theory

General economy

10 Political sciences and sociology

11. Pedagogic

CoNoORWNE

There are 3 scientific-research structures:
1. Sociological researches

2. Experimental psychology

3. Islamic studies

In Bachelor level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

1. Psychology

2. Sociology

3. Philosophy

4. Political sciences
5. Economical theory

In Master level the specialists on following specialties are prepared:

Social psychology
Clinical psychology
Infant and age psychology
Pedagogical psychology
Juridical psychology
Sociology of politics
Sociology of management
Philosophy history

Social philosophy

10 Philosophy of natural sciences
11. Economical theory

LCoNoOAEWNE
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12.
13.

Political processes in Azerbaijan
National security and political strategy

Main scientific directions:

CoNoA~WNE

Epistemology and methodology of science

Epistemological and social problems of the formation of personality
Problems of general and applied sociology

Role of ethnic-cultural factors in structure of perception activity of students
Ethnopsychological ideas from Azerbaijan literature

Problems of juridical psychology

Modern social-political problems in Azerbaijan

Social-political learning history of Azerbaijan and modernization

Gender and problems of applied psychology

. Marketing relations and their development problems in Azerbaijan
. Dialectics and problems of epistemology

. Philosophical problems of humanitarian sciences

. Problems of oriental philosophy

. Investigation of the philosophical opinion history of Azerbaijan

. Actual problems of Eastern and Western philosophy

. Cultural sciences and problems of theology

. General pedagogical tasks

. Pedagogical opinion history of Azerbaijan

. School and high school pedagogic

Main Scientific directions in SSH in Baku State University

©CoNoa~wWNE

General international law

Special international law

Diplomacy and consulate law

Actual problems of the public law of foreign countries

Actual theoretical and practical problems of Western Europe and Oriental languages
Investigation of actual problems of international relations

Differential aspects of Azerbaijan Republic foreign policy

Problems of International information

International economical relations

. Actual problems of management in custom

. International problems between Azerbaijan and world economy

. History and theory of state and law

. Constitutional law: municipal law

. Civil law: family law, civil procedure law, entrepreneurship law, international private law
. Labor law; social insurance law

. Natural resources; agricultural law, ecology law

. Criminal law and criminology; law-executing power

. Criminal process; criminalistics and court expertise; the bases of operative investigation law
. Administrative law; finance law; information law

. Epistemology and methodology of science

. Epistemological and social problems of the formation of personality

. Problems of general and applied sociology

. Role of ethnic-cultural factors in structure of perception activity of students

. Ethnopsychological ideas from Azerbaijan literature

. Problems of juridical psychology

. Modern social-political problems in Azerbaijan
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27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
. Actual problems of Eastern and Western philosophy
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.

34

54.

55.
56.
S7.
58.

59.
60.

61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.

Social-political learning history of Azerbaijan and modernization
Gender and problems of applied psychology

Marketing relations and their development problems in Azerbaijan
Dialectics and problems of epistemology

Philosophical problems of humanitarian sciences

Problems of oriental philosophy

Investigation of the philosophical opinion history of Azerbaijan

Cultural sciences and problems of theology

General pedagogical tasks.

Pedagogical opinion history of Azerbaijan

School and high school pedagogic

Source study of the history of Azerbaijan and topical issues of History Studies

Source study of the history of the Caucasian peoples and topical issues of History Studies
Topical issues of methodology of history teaching

History of Turkish people (from ancient times to present)

History of Caucasus (from ancient times to present)

New history of European and American countries

Modern history of European and American countries

History of international relations (new and modern history)

History of material and moral culture of Azerbaijanis and peoples of the world

Study of history on the basis of archeological dig

Topical issues of the history of primitive community

History of material culture of Azerbaijan

Study of events occurred in Slavonic countries in Ancient and Medieval Ages

Study and researching of the problems of capitalist and modern periods

Political, social, economic and cultural problems of Near and Middle Eastern countries in
new and modern periods

Political and economic problems of Asian and African countries in new and contemporary
period

Epic monuments of Azerbaijan as historical sources

Persian sources on the history of Medieval Ages of Azerbaijan

Study of new and modern historical problems of Azerbaijan

Organization of public library service in the conditions of the independence of the Republic
of Azerbaijan

Bibliographic activity in Azerbaijan: development, present condition and perspectives
Document-information supply and automation of cataloging of library funds of Azerbaijan
in the modern period

Topical issues of bibliology, book history, publishing and editing

Problems of high qualified work in modern Azerbaijan journalism

TV and radio journalism in XXI century: trends, perspectives

Topical problems of Azerbaijan journalism history

Problems of oriental languages and literature

Topical problems of Arabic, Persian, Turkish and English

Tasks of philology

Problems of linguistics
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Annex 5

The following public universities in Azerbaijan have a research agenda in SSH:
Baku State University

Azerbaijan State Pedagogical University

Baku Slavonic University

Azerbaijan State University of Economy

State Management Academy

Nakhchivan State University

Azerbaijan University of Languages
Azerbaijan State University of Culture and Arts
Baku Music Academy

Academy of Fine Arts

Azerbaijan University of Teachers

Baku Slavonic University

Baku Slavonic University, one of the leading educational institutions of Azerbaijan, was created
with the edict of the President of Azerbaijan Republic G. A. Aliyev on June 13, 2000 on the base
of Azerbaijan Pedagogical Institute of Russian Language and Literature after M. F. Akhundov.
The Department of Master Degree Program of Baku Slavonic University has been functioning
since 1997. During the first year 35 bachelors were admitted to this Department. They were
trained in the following majors: "Russian Language”, "Russian Literature", "Methods and
Methodology of Russian Language and Literature".

In 1999-2002 there were 4 graduations in Master Degree Program, 212 graduates got master
degree on different majors (in 1999 - 35 students, in 2000 - 47, in 2001 - 50, in 2002 - 80).
Today there are 193 students studying in Master Degree Program. Of 16 departments of the
University 11 are engaged in training masters. The subjects of specialization and main subjects
are conducted by 14 professors, Doctors of Science and 36 professor assistants, Candidates of
Science.

The relation making between BSU and other high educational institutions are:

State Institute of Russian Language named after A.S. Pushkin; (Russian Federation, Moscow);
the Academy of management of Interregional Stuff - AMIS (The Ukraine, Kiev) "Slav
University" Institute of Kiev (the Ukraine, Kiev); Ovidius University (Romania, Konstanta);
Shumen University (Bulgaria, Shumen), Cherkass State University named after V.Khmelnitsky
(tUkraine, Cherkass); Moscow State University of International Relations (Russia, Moscow),
Saratov State Academy of Law, Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations -INALKO
(France); University of Macedonia (Greece), Moscow State University named after M.V.
Lomonosov (Moscow), Literature Institute named after Gorky (Moscow), Kiev National
University named after T.G. Shevchenko (Kiev), International Stuff Academy, University of
Sophia named after St. Kliment Okhridsky (Bulgaria), Karlow University (Czechia), Jagellon
University (Poland), Russian University of Friendship, Moscow State Linguistic University,
University named after St. Kiril and Mephodius (Slovakia). BSU also is the member of

International Stuff academy, the association of Universities of Black sea Basin, International
Association of teachers of Russian Languages and Literature. Rector of BSU Prof. K.M.
Abdullayev took part in 31-st sessions of UNESCO, where he signed the document with the
Institute of National Oriental Languages and Civilizations. Today Baku Slav University, as
unique educational and cultural center, studies and propagandizes the spiritual values of Slav
peoples in the region.
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State Management Academy

State Management Academy was founded in 1999.The Organization of the Young, Student
Scientific Community; Trade unions are functioning at the academy. Many steps have been
taken in the improvement of international relations. In the Academy the activity of state
management institutes' of Canada, France, Turkey, Russia and some NIS countries is studied.
The teaching staff and leaders of administrative arrangements have been trained at Grenoble,
Bordo Political Scientific Institute, Paris State Management Institute in France, Barcelona
University in Spain on TEMPUS-TACIS programme. There is a Publishing and Information
Centre, International Relations, post-graduate study.

Azerbaijan University of Languages

The Institute has trained more than 20 thousand foreign language teachers since 1973. It became
Azerbaijan University of Languages by the Decree of the Azerbaijani former president Heydar
Aliyev in 2000. Azerbaijan University of Languages is a state university. The status of the
University allowed increasing the training of specialists in all spheres of science. Now it has
become one of the leading higher educational institutions in the republic. At present, there are 30
chairs with approximately 500 lecturers, including 100 with Ph.D. degrees at the University.
There are over 3 thousand students, including 118 foreign citizens at the faculties of the English
Philology, International and Regional Studies, English and Roman-German Philology, German,
French and the Translation faculty. There are about 300 students at the MA department.

Azerbaijan Musical Academy

Azerbaijan Musical Academy has passed a long difficult way. However, there were
achievements and success. Academy helped to develop national musical culture. It became
famous abroad.1990 is the year when new projects were created. Many competitions:
Bulbul international competition of vocalists

Republic competition of instruments after Amirov

Competition among young vocalists

Competition among young organists

Competition among young pianists

Competition among young violinists

were held and the Rector himself was the organizer of these competitions.

Many festivals were organized between 1991and 2001.During this period many scientific
research works were published. They were devoted to Azerbaijani famous composers and
problems concerning to Azerbaijani folklore music. During the period between 1991 and 2001
following departments were opened:

Scientific lab for retaining of Azerbaijani ancient musical instruments (1991);

Department of history and theory of art (1991);

Azerbaijan Institute of Teachers

Azerbaijan Institute of Teachers was created by the order of the President of the Azerbaijan
Republic on 13 June 2000 on the basis of the Institute of Improvement of Teacher Staff.

It consists of 11 branches and a pedagogical centre. It's a high school, which prepares
pedagogical staff (bachelor's and master's) for preschool study and primary classes, also
improves teaching specialists, realizes methodological and scientific activity.

Nakhchivan State University
Nakhchivan State University situated in Azerbaijan Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic. It's a
scientific and educational centre There are more than 4000 students. Among them 300 are
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Turkish citizens. There are 346 lecturers, among them 18 Doctors of Sciences, 5 professors, 132
Candidates of Sciences, 90 Associate Professors.

Scientific editions:
Books (221)
Brochures (97)
Articles (2115)

Thesis (82)

Scientific conferences:
University (68)
Republic (11)
International (3)
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Annex 6

SSH in Private Universities in Azerbaijan

WESTERN UNIVERSITY

Gender Research Center (GRC)

The GRC consists of 42 teachers and researchers, who represent 11 higher educational
institutions of Azerbaijan Republic, and National Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan.
With the support of Central European University (Budapest) within the framework of the
"Gender and Culture"” program the center implemented the following projects:

Al nterdisciplinary programs for gender
Azerbaijan™.

As a result of this project implementation, GRC's researchers developed the "Gender: History,
Society, Culture™ collection. The collection consists of 9 social and humanitarian disciplines.

The Human Development Institute was established in 2001 under the auspices of Western
University.

It is the first interdisciplinary academic center in Azerbaijan with the mission to provide
education and research services for the advancement of the sustainable human development
principles in the county.

Integral assessment and monitoring of the state of the human development process in Azerbaijan
is the main focus of the research activity. The Institute actively participates in the production of
the National Human Development Reports under the aegis of UNDP in Azerbaijan.
Dissemination of knowledge about sustainable human development in the Azerbaijan society is
another of the priority areas. We have initiated education and training programs in the field of
sustainable human development for different groups of stakeholders, ranging from the academic
circles to the private sector and NGOs.

They are currently engaged in the following activity areas:

Monitoring of the human development process in Azerbaijan and identification of
potential avenues to accelerate this process.

Participation in the formulation of human-centered projects aimed at creating new
opportunities for the employment and development of national human resources.
Organization of round table discussions and workshops addressing different aspects of
human development.

Development of teaching materials and curricula in the field of sustainable human
development.

Professional training in the field of sustainable development and human development

49

edu



KHAZAR UNIVERSITY

Women's Studies Center

Khazar University Women's Studies Center was established in 1991 as a nonprofit organization
to improve women's rights at the University as well as on the national and international levels.
KU WSC members come from urban and rural areas; they are women of different professions
and various national, religious, political and cultural backgrounds. Currently the Center is
becoming more and more involved in research and education activities.

The KU WSC 's main goals are:

e To design and teach undergraduate and graduate courses on gender issues;

o To participate in research projects on women and gender issues;

e To promote the development of human rights and women rights;

o To facilitate participation of women from urban and rural organizations in debates on
women's rights;

« To encourage women from all races, cultures, religions, classes and age groups, to work
together to define and achieve common goals.

The KU WSC, in partnership with various Women’s Studies Programs within Azerbaijan and the
United States, Europe and Asia, runs programs on women’s studies partnership and exchange.
The KU WSC contacts Azerbaijani women living in other countries to arrange workshops and
meetings. The KU WSC is a member of the Sisterhood Is Global Institute and Network.

The KU WSC runs a number of research and education projects on women's human rights for
Khazar University women and for members of the other local women organizations. It holds
workshops and various meetings with local and foreign scholars and activists on Women's Rights
Education to share resources and undertake joint projects to achieve common goals. Special
teaching programs for women are developed according to the manual "Claiming Our Rights",
translated into Azeri and published by Khazar University Press. It covers a broad range of topics,
including "The Urgent Action Alert System" and refers to Women's Human Rights Education
particularly in Muslim societies. The KU WSC members work on developing teaching methods
of present human rights principles to the local audience in an appropriate cultural context.

"Women to Women Dialogues™ is a KU WSC project aiming to organizing a series of dialogues
with women from various racial, cultural, religious, professional, educational and economic
backgrounds to discuss women's rights. The KU WRC is currently offering courses and
workshops on the following topics:

e Women at the Transition Period: Rights of Passage

o Situational Analysis on Women in Azerbaijan

o Health Program for Displaced and Refugee Women in Camplife
e Education and Career Development of Women

e Azerbaijani Women: a Look throughout History

e Women, Gender and Family in Islam

e Women in Literature

e Women in Folklore

50



The KU WSC promotes support for the tortured and insulted women in the country and all over
the world. It establishes close relationships with orphanages, refugee and internally displaced
women, the wives of victims of war, and promotes charity activities.

The Azerbaijani Bureau of Russian Archeological Society’s Eastern Department

The Azerbaijani Bureau of Russian Archeological Society’s Eastern Department was established
at Khazar University in July 2000. This Bureau aims to restore and expand research and teaching
in the history and culture of the ancient and medieval East.

The Bureau plans to host a series of workshops dedicated to the interrelations of early Eastern
cultures, and the interrelation of Azerbaijani culture with cultures of other nations and regions.

Some well-known scholars and young researchers involved in oriental archeology, ethnology,
epigraphy, numismatics and the history of cultural heritage became the members of this Bureau.

American Studies Center

Khazar University's strong links at the institutional, departmental and professional levels with
different American institutions, including universities, foundations and business companies,
forms a solid base for establishing the American Studies Center. The KU American Studies
Center (ASC) was launched in 1995 as an interdepartmental academic entity to conduct teaching
and research, and to serve the promotion and coordination of various initiatives in the area of
American Studies with the primary focus on the United States.

The KU ASC conducts a number of academic and research programs, develops special projects,
and offers a variety of services to the public, including providing information on American
culture and civilization. It encourages and coordinates academic exchanges with US institutions
and other American Studies centers, research and teaching on America in the Humanities and
Social Sciences as well as in Education and Information Studies, Law and Fine Arts.

This Center also sponsors active programs of public lectures, seminars and publications. It tends
to attract a broad audience to American Studies programs.

Besides interdisciplinary study and research, the KU ASC is committed to a role of public
service to the local community. The Center serves "to discover America for Azerbaijani people”.

To support the KU ASC the KU Academic Library has developed a modest but rather strong
special library collection on American Studies, which includes materials related to the US in all
subject areas, and maintains an on-line database of the library materials.

Another important issue is to develop an Information Resource Center treating the US statistical
and other data on the economy, land, resources, population, social conditions, government, etc.

Academic Programs

Guided by faculty from other departments of Khazar University, the Center actively participates
and facilitates the development of various areas of American Studies. The Center develops
undergraduate, graduate, and post-doctoral courses and programs, including degree and non-
degree/diploma programs that are offered at KU.

Graduate Programs take a central place in American Studies. Several interdisciplinary and
collaborative faculty and student programs are also promoted. Currently, the American Studies
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Program offers students courses on American History and Women Studies, Culture, Civilization,
Politics, Economy, Institutions and Law, Relations of the US with the independent states of the
former Soviet Union countries and US relations with Near and Middle East countries.

American visiting scholars make a considerable contribution, delivering academic courses and
training programs on such topics as:

e History of the US Education

e Academic Administration in the US Colleges and Universities
e The Adult Learner in Higher Education in the US

e Cross-cultural Communication: Azerbaijan vs. the USA

e American Legal Education, US Legal System

e US Diplomacy

e American Arts and Values

o Survey of Global History: an American Perspective

e American Culture and Civilization

o Learning English through American Culture

The KU community always enjoys lectures delivered by prominent American visitors, including
politicians, educators, entrepreneurs and artists.

The subjects for degree and non-degree programs also consider cultural aspects, as follows:

e American Culture and Social Psychology

e American Literature, Music and Art

« Ethnic Programs: Afro-Americans, American Indians, Asian Americans, and Chicanos
Studies

e American Thought and Religion

The KU ASC conducts a partnership program with Purdue University, Indiana. This program is
directed toward the study of the American History and Women Studies. (For details refer to
International Affiliations.)

The Center plans to start a new academic minor program at KU, "American Studies" to extend
its activities and enhance the level of education and research in the area.

Publications

The KU American Studies Center reflects its performance in University publications, especially
in the research periodical "The Journal of Azerbaijani Studies” and "Khazar View" magazine.
Khazar University Press publishes, under its own imprint, scholarly books, journals, and
reference works on America developed by faculty members.

This Center supports translation projects undertaken by the Khazar University Press and that are
funded by the US Government, which aims to translate and publish books on politics and
international relations of the USA, American journalism, and a history book about Azerbaijan
written by an American historian.

The Turkic World Studies Center
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In the United States and European countries almost all Soviet Studies centers have been engaged
mainly in studying the Russian and other Slavic republics, ignoring Caucasian and Central Asian
history, the history of Turks settled in the wider area of Eurasia, culture, languages and other
values. The Caucasus, Central Asia and Turkic Studies, except the history of Ottoman Empire
and the Republic of Turkey, rarely have been objects of serious investigation. But, changes in the
geopolitical and social situation in the former Soviet empire, as well as the whole Socialist block,
and the lack of qualified specialists with a clear understanding of current conditions in the fields
of post-Soviet Studies and Turkic Studies, emphasize the necessity for establishing a Turkic
World Studies Center at Khazar University.

The main mission of the Caucasian and Central Asian Research Institute, established at Khazar
University in 1995, was to discover, interpret and disseminate historical and cultural values of
Caucasian and Central Asian civilization which had developed during many centuries. In year
2000, the institute’s subject area was extended to include the Turkic World in general, including
Turkey, Caucasus, Central Asia, and related areas and nations in the Balkans, Iran, Siberia, and
all Russia and China.

The TWSC encourages research projects and academic programs related to the social and
political history ethnography, culture, languages, literature, folklore, economy, and governments
of the Turkic world. Many eminent local scholars and faculty members of various departments of
KU and some of the world’s leading specialists in area studies have joined these programs. The
Center organizes scholarly programs, conferences, workshops and public lectures, seeks to
enlarge its library holdings to enhance local research opportunities, and offers graduate
assistantship and programs, leading to the MA, MS, and Ph.D. degree.

The TWSC has a large publication program to make the results of research, conferences and
workshops known to the public and academic community. It has already published proceedings
of various conferences that have been held at Khazar University since 1995.

The Center plans to continue its activities of conducting various seminars and conferences at
Khazar University. The Center also creates and develops relationships with other research
institutions in the country. In addition, already existing links with other international institutes
are maintained and expanded.

The TWSC also promotes several interdisciplinary and collaborative faculty and student research
programs. The Center invites resident and non-resident scholars specializing in Caucasian and
Central Asian Studies, and Turkic Studies, to become directly and fully involved in the Center
research community.

The importance of the Center and its research is highlighted also by the fact that recently the
world community often recalls an ancient Silk Road, proposed by the West under the name
TRASECA. A great segment of this road passes through the Turkic World. A major part of the
Defense of Peace in Eurasia Program also covers the Turkic World.

One of the main goals of the Center is to prepare and teach educational programs in Turkic
World literature, language, history and culture, politics and economics.

The Center has a collection of interesting books, magazines, journals, newspapers and audio-
video resources of ancient traces and monuments of the Turkic World. There are also
ethnographic materials of Turkic peoples, photos collected during journeys from Siberia to the
Balkans.
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The Center maintains close relations with research centers in Turkey, Central Asia, and the
Caucasus, as well as in countries where Turkic minorities live.

The Center for Middle Eastern Studies

The Center for Middle Eastern Studies (CMES) at Khazar University was established in July
2000 to pursue two primary objectives:

e To train specialists capable of advancing knowledge of Middle Eastern and Islamic
studies through research and teaching

e To provide a supportive environment for faculty research and teaching on the Middle
East and Islam

CMES faculty members have primary teaching appointments in the social sciences and
humanities departments, but they used to deliver classes on the Middle East and Islam long
before the establishing of CMES. Thus, the work of the Center is closely linked with the
programs of other degree-granting bodies of the University.

The Center plans to bring to the University visiting scholars whose work will strengthen and
complement that of the regular faculty. The Center plans also to pay particular attention to filling
gaps in Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies coverage and to addressing the otherwise unmet
needs of the faculty and graduate students who specialize in these fields of research.

The Center designs programs and curricula, hosts conferences, workshops and seminars, submits
articles and makes translations. In all these activities the Center affiliates with other academic
departments and centers of KU, for instance, Department of International Relations and Political
Science, Law, History, Eastern Languages, Translation Studies Center, and others.

Students concentrating in the Middle East must enroll in six Middle Eastern courses in the two-
year program. Ideally they should mix more policy-oriented courses with those that have a more
"classical™ and historical bent, including the research seminar. The program does not cover
particular countries; rather it examines a more general political and historical tradition that
shapes the politics and life of this region. Students who choose the Middle East area sub-field
must pass one of the Middle Eastern language proficiency examinations. Among the subjects
taught and planned in the framework of CMESKU are the following:

Middle East Area Studies

Arab-Israeli Conflict

Conflicts in the Modern Middle East
Diplomacy in the Modern Middle East
History of Modern Iran

History of Modern Israel

History of Modern Saudi Arabia
History of Modern Turkey

History of the Ottoman Empire

History of the Modern Middle East (1)
History of the Modern Middle East (2)
Middle East: Its People and Its Cultures
Selected Topics on History of the Modern Middle East

Islamic Studies
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o Early History of Islam

e History of Education in Islam

o History of Philosophy in Islam

e History of Science in Islam

e Islamic Art

e Islamic Culture

e Islamic Law

e Islamic Mentality

« Main Ideological Movements in Islam

e Medieval History of Islam

o Middle East in Modern Cinematography

e Modern Trends in Islam

e Origins and Early Development of Islam: Between Theory and History
« Political Thought in Islam

o Selected Topics on History of the Modern Middle East
e Women, Gender and Family in Islam

The Center for International and Strategic Studies (Khazar Inter Center)

The CISS, which was established in October 1999 with the support of Unocal Khazar Ltd. is a
center for research and analysis of foreign policy and international affairs. The Center maintains
a specialized library designed to be a comprehensive collection of materials on international
relations, world geopolitics and Azerbaijan. The library contains materials primarily on the
contemporary history of Azerbaijan as well as scholarly papers.

There is also an on-line library on Azerbaijan linking the Department of International Relations
and Political Science with international experts, improving academic standards. The library
facilitates networking with international specialists and scholars who specialize in Azerbaijan, as
well as various data-providing academic centers of the world. The center also hosts a variety of
visiting lecturers who are invited to talk on current issues in international relations.

The Dictionary and Encyclopedia Center

The Dictionary and Encyclopedia Center (DEC) of Khazar University, established in April 1996,
has evolved into one of the leading linguistic research centers within the University. The
University furnished the Center with all necessary equipment for accomplishing intended
projects. The DEC has a wide range of lexicographic literature, numerous dictionaries and
encyclopedias.

The DEC directs its research efforts in several areas, with particular emphasis on investigation
and evaluation of projects for compiling bilingual, multilingual and encyclopedic dictionaries
and diverse guidebooks.

A group of dedicated University faculty and scholars makes it possible for the Center to
accomplish various research projects in several areas. Particular emphasis has been placed on
compiling dictionaries and phrase books. The following are some projects on which the DEC has
been currently working:

o Khazar English-Azerbaijani Dictionary (EAD)

o Khazar Azerbaijani-English Dictionary (AED)

o English-Azerbaijani-Russian Dictionary of Economic and Financial Terms
o English-Azerbaijani-Russian Dictionary of Proverbs

e Azerbaijani-English Phraseological Dictionary

55


../../khazarintercenter/index.shtml

e Azerbaijani-English-Azerbaijani Phrase-book
e English-Azerbaijani-English Phrase-book

Because only one small-size English-Azerbaijani dictionary exists, and because there was a lack
of other high quality Azerbaijani language reference materials, the Center determined to
undertake the unique project of compiling a comprehensive English-Azerbaijani dictionary.

The Khazar English-Azerbaijani dictionary is useful for translators, students, language
instructors and others. In addition, the English language audience will find the dictionary of great
benefit in the mastering of Azeri as a second language.

This comprehensive dictionary consists of more than 200,000 English entries in alphabetic order
with transcriptions and precise interpretations in Azerbaijani. The project has required more than
four years of intensive effort. In cooperation with Khazar University Press, the Center has
received a grant from the United States Information Agency to support an initial printing of the
dictionary.

Currently, the Center is planning to undertake alternative projects, compiling dictionaries of the
other languages in demand, as well as encyclopedias, reference books, etc.

AZERBAIJAN INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

University is a private educational institution established in 1993 to meet increasing
requirements for highly qualified specialists. The teaching process is managed on Bachelor and
Master Stages for 13 specialties in two departments, 3 faculties and 10 departments. Three
faculties and 10 departments organize the teaching process at AIU. Well-known scientists of the
Azerbaijan Republic are engaged in training of specialists of a wide profile for economy, law
and business spheres at the University. The results of scientific research work are represented as
monographs, leaflets, textbooks and training aids, articles in journals, theses in the pages of
newspapers and published materials. The training centre of AlU provides a wide range of
courses and seminars for professional development. It collaborates with BP, SGS, United
Nations Representatives in Azerbaijan, and is in touch with Exxon Mobile, World Learning
International Organization.

CAUCASIAN UNIVERSITY

Caucasian University is one of the private universities existing in Azerbaijan. The main
characteristic feature of the University is the preparation of educational system on the basis of
the systems of Turkey and developed European countries. Now 60% of teaching staff areAzeri.
A large number of Azerbaijani specialists in fields of economics, business and law got
Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctor degrees in Turkey. In the University there are also Professors
from the USA who carry out their activity with the help of international organizations existing in
Azerbaijan. Among these organizations Programmes like “Fulbright”, “CEP” coordinated by
American Embassy provide the University with specialists from the USA.
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Annex 7

SSH in NGO in Azerbaijan

The Conflict Research Center (CRC)

The Conflict Research Center (CRC) conducted unique and very successful two-month
Fellowships for IDP/refugees during November and December 1997, May and June 1998. The
program was designed to provide a multi-disciplinary learning event from these compact
communities.

During the two month period in the first program there were six Fellows and in the second seven
Fellows, selected by CRC, attended eight day-long sessions. Each seminar featured specialists in
different aspects of conflict management. As a result of the Fellowships, new skills and
knowledge have been learned by Fellows and taken back to their home communities.

Due to the success of this new learning concept CRC plans to institutionalize the Fellowship
learning program. Two seminars will be held each year, one in spring and one in fall. Research
about needs within the participating communities conducted by CRC, will determine needs and
inform preparation of specific content and selection of Fellows for each seminar.

In addition to this program, CRC has already completed a research survey among several
minority populations living in these compact communities. This research supports the basis for a
sophisticated understanding of the needs, opinions and resources within these communities.

As the results of this survey was collected information on social-demography, culture, political
behavior, religious behavior, education, language issues. Evaluation of the outcomes can be
conducted among a variety of populations, providers, recipients and external investigators.

In cooperation with Azerbaijan Council of Transcaucasus Women's Dialogue for Peace and
Democracy (TWD) CRC was realized by the financial support of Open Society Institute-
Azerbaijan during Summers from 1997 - 1999 two week workshop on "Leadership in Conflict
Prevention and Management"”, which has been developed by the NPF USA (in particular by
Project director Deborah K. Welsh) in Thilisi. Participants of these workshops were university
students from Transcaucasus (Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia). Such kind of workshops is very
useful for understanding of the basic concepts and techniques of conflict prevention by the
students of different universities of the region and solidifying links on the university level and
between academic institutions of the area

Society for Humanitarian Research (SHR)

The Society for Humanitarian Research (SHR) is a non-governmental organization founded on
January 17, 1997. Activities of the SHR include studies on the conditions for the individuals’
active participation in the civic society and in the process of democratic development.

The society is also working as a resource center, holding numerous seminars among youth on
unemployment, family and educational problems, and on the most important issues for the
people of Baku .

Since 1999, the SHR has been disseminating the information on grants, fellowship and
scholarship programs.

SHR has prepared reports on the situation of legislation on migration in Azerbaijan, the situation
of children in Azerbaijan, and the situation of the third sector in Azerbaijan in 1999.
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SIGMA
Another self-standing research center, SIGMA, is often hired to implement various research
projects (for example, it carried out a research about Internally Displaced Persons (Women) in
Azerbaijan as a UNIFEM contractor. Established in 1995, it mostly provides itself by similar
order for social researches and surveys; donations make only 10% of the budget.
The list of SIGMA’s other research activities (mostly ordered by UNICEF, UNDP, USAID and
others) includes:
Annual Human Development Report from 1994,
Poverty Assessment in Azerbaijan, 1995-96
Elaboration of Recommendations on Reform for Improvement of the Social Support
System in Azerbaijan - 1996
Recommendations on Forming the Labor Market in the Azerbaijan Republic - 1996
Recommendations on Forming the Policy in the Area of Rational Using the Natural
Resources and Environment Protection Mechanisms in Agrarian Sector of the Azerbaijan
Republic — 1996
Marketing Researches Based on Sociological Investigations - 1996-2005
Creation of Information Supporting Agency for Small and Medium Business — 1997-
1998
Recommendations to Improve Registration and Analysis in the Area of Gender
Development in Central Asia and Caucasus Countries - 1997
Essential Priorities of Repatriation and in First Rehabilitation Period of IDPs in
Azerbaijan - 1998
Gender and Economy - 1999
Key for Real Equal Rights — 1999
Assessment of experience of economic and social reforms in Azerbaijan (transition
period) — 1999
Gender and Business — 1999 — 2000
Reforms' Intensifying at Labour Market - 1999-2000
Corporate Governance Survey in Azerbaijan — 2005
“Public Expenditure Tracking and Service Delivery Survey/Azerbaijan (in Education
sector)”’-2005-2006
National Gender Survey — 2005-2006

Informal payments in education sector — 2006
Assessment of gender balance on labor market in Azerbaijan — 2006 (in process)

IDPs livelihood assessment in Azerbaijan - 2006 (in process)
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